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The Process by which Japanese Society Accepts
of Sexology in the Taisho Era:
Modern Psychiatry and “Sex”

Riko Harada*

ABSTRACT

There is a widespread perception that Japan is tolerant of homosexuality because of the
culture of male homosexuality in its past. However, the truth is that heterosexuality is deeply
rooted in Japanese society, leading to the oppression of homosexual people. This paper fo-
cuses on the period during which this binary of “heterosexuality” and “homosexuality” devel-
oped. The purpose of the paper is to clarify what kind of discourse and social conditions gave
rise to and established the concept of “homosexuality.” Until the Edo period, the concept of
“masculinity” was characterized by its compatibility with sexual relations with women and a
strong element of pederasty, and was different from the concept of “homosexuality.” The con-

tE)

cept of “homosexuality,” as was established from the late Meiji to the Taisho period, was
greatly influenced by the arguments of Krafft-Ebing. This discourse initially entered Japan in
the field of psychiatry and was discussed and accepted in academia. This paper is an in-depth
exploration of the circumstances surrounding the discourse and its contents. We will also
show that the “public interest” behind the acceptance of this discourse was a eugenicist na-
tional strategy to become a modern nation on par with the West, to train better soldiers, and
to promote the prosperity of the race. In the context of the discourse and social conditions,
the concept of “homosexuality” was established in modern Japan with the support of the fam-
ily system created by the Meiji government, following almost the same trend of modernity as
in the West, where power and discourse mutually reinforce each other in governing people, as
Foucault asserted.

Key words: Modern psychiatry, Sexology, Homosexuality
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