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[ABSTRACT]
Understanding Children in the Old Testament (Genesis 21:9-21)
INOUE Satoshi

This article will focus on Genesis 21:9-21 to explore the Old Testament’s
understanding of children. This passage is a short story that describes Hagar and Ishmael.
However, in this story, two Hebrew terms (Y1 and 7‘7’) are used to describe “children” in
general. We can assume that these two terms were clearly interchangeable.

We therefore begin with a literal translation of Genesis 21:9-21. The reason for the
literal translation is to clarify the personification, flow, and unique structure of the narrative
in Hebrew. Next, we identify how the terms W1 and 770, which are translated as
“children,” are used in the Old Testament. Finally, from these analyses, we will reinterpret
the story of Genesis 21:9-21 and examine how its reading changes.

The terms commonly translated as “children” in Hebrew are W3 and 77). For
example, V1 is used in Judges 13:1 ff. In this passage, V1 is used in the following
verse: “From the time that he was in the womb”. If V1 refers to an age category, then it
would include the period from the time one is in the womb. On the other hand, 75’ seems
to refer to an age category, but if we focus on family relationships, it seems to indicate a
relationship rather than an age category.

The result of this analysis of the two terms is that V3 and 77 are terms that have
traditionally been thought to refer to age categories, but are terms that refer to the
relationship with the father. If this is correct, then the story of Genesis 21:9-21 is not only
the story of the expulsion of Hagar and Ishmael from Abraham’s house, but also the story
of Hagar’s awareness of Ishmael’s expulsion from Abraham’s house.

In this study, we have covered only the story of Genesis 21:9-21, but we would like to
continue to cover other passages in which Y1 and 7‘7’ are used to explore the Old

Testament’s understanding of children.



