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Invisible Hurdles Facing Female

Governors in Japan

ANTE Rl
Miho Konishi

In Japan, the first female governor was elected in 2000. To date, there have been only
seven Japanese female governors total. Despite the male-dominated situation, all of the
female governors have been reelected and have a proven record of achievement. What are
the characteristics of their political management? Do they prioritize different policy issues
than male governors? This study confirmed that there were no differences in the policies
between male and female governors. However, interviews with the governors revealed
the prevalence of "three invisible hurdles (psychological, structural, and political)" facing

female governors in political management.
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