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Abstract:

This paper provides a brief overview of some important questions in a contrastive study ex-
ploring similarities and differences between Japanese and Korean, especially in terms of how
messages are encoded into linguistic expression, and of what kind of grammatical devices are
utilized in the two languages. The world, a non-segmental body of myriad states of affairs, can
be described in language only by breaking it into a compositional set of discrete elements. Con-
siderably salient are ‘entities’, various players participating in an occurrence, and ‘events’, infor-
mational contents of certain action, state, or change of state, etc. It is widely understood that en-
tities are typically encoded as nouns, and events as verbs, which does not hold for every case in
all languages, including Japanese and Korean. In addition, various types of information other
than entities and events can be represented in diverse forms, manifesting morphosyntactic differ-
ences between the two languages. Further, each language differs in its preference for not only its
construal of a single occurrence but also for the way of encoding, and the grammatical devices

underlying it.
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