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Colonial Korea in the 1930s:
The History of an Iconic Café in Modern Japan (6)

Katsuhiko YAMAIJI
ABSTRACT

Korean society had been intensely influenced by accepting the modernization of
Japanese culture in the Showa era, especially during the thirties of the 20" century.
Modern girls, for example, appeared on the streets of Seoul wearing western fashion,
styling their hair, or applying Japanese cosmetics.

Many cosmetic companies always propagandized their products, advocating to re-
form the traditional daily life to a modern and fashionable style.

During that era, the modernized style of a café was popular in amusement streets,
where many guests enjoyed drinking and eating, performing a social dance with wait-
persons. This modern style of café was similar to those found in Japan and Taiwan.

Simultaneously, some people petitioned the government requesting to carry on
dancing as a business in dance halls. However, the Japanese colonial government
forced the closure of dance halls because social dance was considered immortal accord-
ing to the traditional Confucius dogma.

This paper describes some aspects of amusement in Korea under the Japanese co-
lonial government.

Key Words: modernism, Colonial Korea, Hollywood movies, cosmetics, social dance,
café



