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A Study on the Problems of MEXT's 4/27 Notification and the Significance of the

“Gengakkyu-Hosho” as an Inclusive Educational Practice

— An Analysis of a Parents’ Questionnaire —

Eot o MoEr

Abstract

This paper reveals, based on a parent survey, what the parents of schools in Osaka and other areas

that are involved in the “Gengakkyu-Hosho” practices evaluate the notification issued by the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in April 2022. Most of the parents who responded
to the online survey were opposed to the notification. The two most common reasons given were “the

negative effects of setting uniform standards for children with various disability” and “disruption of the

environment in which children learn and grow together”. In this paper, we also reexamine the

significance of the “Gengakkyu-Hosho” practices through an analysis of the parents’ responses. Three

points emerged as significant: (1) flexible support and accomodation to enable “learning together,” (2)

securing a place where children feel comfortable and respecting the child’s voice, and (3) creating a

place for coexistence and building friendships. Based on these results, this paper reaffirms the

significance of the “Gengakkyu-Hosho” practices for promoting inclusive education and points out some

problems of the Ministry’s notification that attempts to eliminate it.
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