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Crokinole and Carom—A Supplement to
“The Last King of Korea: Eun Lee in Taisho Era”

Kenji LEE
ABSTRACT

Eun Lee married Masako NASHIMOTONOMIYA in the Taisho era. Their grand
wedding was planned in 1919, but then, Kojong, the former king of Korea, suddenly
died, so it was postponed for a year. Based on NASHIMOTONOMIYA’s diary, I
wrote some episodes on their experience during 1919 in “The last king of Korea: Eun
Lee in Taisho era.”

When we read her diary, many times we see Lee and NASHIMOTONOMIYA
play a board game called toukyuban. At first, I thought this game was carrom, a gener-
ally known board game in Hikone, but I was wrong. Toukyuban is another game: crok-
inole. Therefore, I want to write on the differences between crokinole and carrom and
their histories in Japan.

Key Words: Crokinole, Carrom, Masako LEE



