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Impact of Hokuriku Shinkansen’s
Opening on Population and Tourism

T

Tomoru Hiramatsu

The high-speed rail may positively affect local cities or develop large cities. As results
vary by region and route conditions, case analyses are required. The Hokuriku Shinkansen
was partially opened from Nagano to Kanazawa in 2015. A route to Tsuruga is scheduled
to open in 2024, and to Osaka in 2046. This study simulates the impact of the Hokuriku
Shinkansen on population and tourism using a multi-regional computable general equi-
librium model. The results show that the impacts are limited. A reason for this is that the
Shinkansen has experienced a slight change in transportation costs due to shorter travel
times and higher fares. Furthermore, because the Hokuriku Shinkansen is detouring, the
existing Tokaido Shinkansen remains advantageous for traveling by rail between Tokyo
and Osaka after the opening of the entire line. Focusing on the sign, the partial open-
ing of the Hokuriku Shinkansen strengthens the concentration in Tokyo. When all lines
are opened, the populations of several Kansai prefectures increase. Because of the path
dependence of economic growth, the priority opening to Kanazawa will support the con-
centration in Tokyo, which is regarded as problematic. Even after the opening of all lines,
regionally-biased economic growth may remain.
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