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Using Qualitative Research to Identify Trends
in Social Work and Social Services Research
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ABSTRACT

In this study, a review of literature was conducted to obtain knowledge that can be utilized
in the author’s planning and implementation of a future study. Such study aims to clarify the
characteristics and trends of qualitative research in the fields of social work and social serv-
ices in Japan. The author conducted a review of previous research in Japan and abroad that
clarified the characteristics and trends of qualitative research. The author also studied relevant
Japanese literature regardless of their academic disciplines and fields. Foreign literature re-
views were limited to social work. The author then reported the results of the literature re-
view which revealed that nine out of the 20 articles studied addressed topics related to “the
tradition of inquiry in qualitative research,” including the research paradigm, theory, and the
methodological approach of qualitative research. Furthermore, the author discussed what the
literature provides in order to inform, plan, and implement future research on the trends and
characteristics of qualitative research articles and dissertations in social work and social serv-

ices in Japan.
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