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Relationship between the Development

of Postmodern Ability and School Education:
Possibilities and Challenges of Inquiry Learning

Jun MATSUMURA
ABSTRACT

This study clarifies the underlying mechanisms of the active efforts of inguiry
learning in high schools in recent years, primarily by unraveling the curriculum guide-
lines. First, the study refers to the OECD education model, which has repeatedly been
modified by endeavoring to respond to issues such as knowledge-based socialization
and globalization, and considers the key competencies that have been emphasized. Pre-
viously, education had a standard model, which was to master the knowledge and pro-
cedures accurately so as to solve problems. Such a standard model of education was
beneficial for young people living in an industrialized society premised on mass pro-
duction and consumption. However, with the advent of the post-industrial society, such
a standard model is no longer valid. Furthermore, OECD countries have been moving
away from such a standard model.

In Japan, attempts have been made to shift to an educational model to respond to
knowledge-based socialization and globalization. However, in the process of conver-
sion, Japan’s uniqueness is evident.

In the process of responding to knowledge-based socialization and globalization
from the standard model of education, Japan has included responses to various prob-
lems encountered by young people. Consequently, keywords such as pressure-free and
power to live are becoming more important.

Key Words: inquiry learning, power to live, pressure-free schooling



