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[ABSTRACT]
The Relationship between God and Christ in the Pastoral Epistles

RAKUMAN Daiki

The terms “God” and “Christ” are common in Pastoral Epistles. It is important to con-
sider whether “God” and “Christ” are used separately, and whether the two terms are used
to refer to the same “God”, in order to clarify the reality of “Paulism” in the early second
century, when the Pastoral Epistles were established.

Tit. 2.13 is a very useful passage to see if the author was making a distinction between
“God” and “Christ”. We can conclude from this passage that “God” and “Christ” are de-
picted as distinct.

In Tit. 3.7, we consider who “that man” (éxeivog) refers to, and thus who makes us
heirs of eternal life. We conclude that the principle represented by ékeivog is “God”.

Finally, we consider the qualifiers attached to “God” and “Christ”. We notice that the
designation “savior (cwtp)” is attached to both. We think that the term “savior” is used in
“Christ” as an intermediary for the saving function of God. Thus, although “God” and
“Christ” are distinguished, a common role in the saving function is considered for both.

The relationship between “God” and “Christ” in Pastoral Epistles is the result of the

author’s thinking in the struggle for “orthodox” Paulism.



