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[ABSTRACT]
Similarities and Distinctions between the Stories of Human Sacrifice
in the Hebrew Bible (Genesis 22, Judges 11, II Kings 3)

IWASAKI Daigo

This article does a close reading of the texts of Genesis 22, Judges 11, and 2 Kings 3,
compares these stories in order to clarify what is said and what is not said in each tale, and
examines the characteristics and strengths of each narrative.

In a close reading on three passage, each of them has its own unique features and
strengths, as following : In Genesis 22, (1) Yahweh demands the sacrifice of human beings,
(2) other divine being appear as messengers of Yahweh, (3) the sacrifice of animals is sub-
stituted for the sacrifice of human beings, (4) blessings are given for the act of (near-)sacri-
ficing human beings, and (5) a lot of ritual words are used in this pericope. It lays in its
aspect as a “test” from God in its narrative’s stress. In Judges 11, (1) the sacrifice takes
place as a result of the vow, (2) the spirit of Yahweh comes just before the vow, (3) the
sacrificed person is a woman, and women play a major role in the tale, (4) the sacrificed
person acts positively to encourage the completion of the vow, and (5) the description of
the sacrifice is indirect. In this pericope, the emphasis is placed on Jephthah’s vow and his
daughter’s words and actions in response to it. Furthermore, 2 Kings 3 is unique in that (1)
it was performed by a foreigner, (2) human sacrifice was the last resort, (3) there was no in-
tervention by others such as delay or cancellation, and (4) human sacrifice was effective in
achieving its goal with the divine intervention of “great anger”. The emphasis of the peri-
cope was on depicting human sacrifice as a means to an end for King Mesha of Moab in a
time of crisis, and on the fact that it achieved its purpose.

In the comparison of the three passages, they share four points in common as follows :
(1) human sacrifice is an important narrative element, (2) the vocabulary of “burnt offering”
and “to raise” is used as the style and terminology of human sacrifice, (3) divine presence
is related to the tale, and (4) there is no avoidance or aversion to human sacrifice, and its
positive effect is recognized.

In conclusion, these three Hebrew Bible stories that narrate human sacrifice emphasize
that human sacrifice has a rather positive effect, even though other biblical passages avoid

or prohibit it.



