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[ABSTRACT]
Social and Ecclesial Factors of the Formation and Spread of
‘Botai-Shinko (Worship of Womb)’ in Korea

KIM Yoon Jung

In this thesis, I examined social and Christian factors in Korea which exist behind the
formation and the propagation of “Botai-Shinko”.

First, by analyzing newspaper articles, I investigated when and how “Botai-Shinko was
formed and spread, and I also attempted to find out what characteristics “Botai-Shinko” has.
The research indicates that “Botai-Shinko” was shaped and popularized between 1960 and
1990, and that the general acceptance of “Botai-Shino” was actualized by being related to
high social status, high educational level, and mothers’ great influence of Christians who
hold it, and also Christian women’s active participation in society.

Next, by looking into Korean social background of that period, I found that so-called
“New Family Policy” appeared in Korean society and that in consequence, people required
“Educational Motherhood “. It is recognized generally that in Korean society of that time,
mothers had great influence on education of their children, and that as a result, their status
at home rose remarkably. These features correspond with those of Christians and Christian
homes with “Botai-Shinko” which were indicated by the analysis of newspaper articles. Ac-
cordingly, we could argue that “Botai-Shinko” was formed and propagated under the social
influence stated above.

Korean Christian Church grew and developed at its greatest level in the same period of
1960-1990. The Church carried out a social policy of the evangelization of Korean people,
and it particularly aimed for its quantitative growth. Consequently, missionary activities
were deployed actively inside and outside of the Church. It should be mentioned that
women Christians supported powerfully Church activities, behind the scenes, by acting
dedicatedly and obediently to the policy.

Their dedication and obedience did not simply mean their submissive and passive atti-
tude of service to the Church, but also resulted from the principle of “Women’s Strategical
Obedience” which existed in the Korean patriarchal family, maintaining and developing
their own family. Being always passionate supporters of the Church, those women executed
sincerely the mission of evangelizing their family by practicing “Botai-Shinko”. They ac-

quired social approval and the feeling of achievement in the Church, and on the other hand,
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they exhibited their religious and educational influence in their own family. Although hav-
ing a similar meaning to “Family Faith”, “Botai-Shinko” includes an original way of think-
ing, which is, “Instruction of Faith from the Mother’s Womb”. This original meaning in
“Botai-Shinko” could be caused through Korean mothers’ religious and educational influ-
ence.

In summary, “Botai-Shinko” was formed and propagated between 1960 and 1990, un-
der the social influence of “Educational Motherhood”, and in the process of women’s pas-

sionate church activities known as “Family Evangelization”.



