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Janos Kadar and Viktor Orban:
Two “Seesaw Policies” in Hungarian Diplomatic History

Akira OGINO

The aim of this paper is to examine characteristics of Hungarian foreign
policy. Especially the author focuses on diplomatic history from 1956 to this
day:.

At first, the author analyzes foreign policy in the Kadar-era (1956-1988).
Janos Kadar, the Secretary-General of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’
Party, who came to power after the Soviet military intervention in 1956,
tried to strengthen relations with the West to improve Hungarian people’s
living condition, though he followed the Soviet foreign and security policy
within the Warsaw Pact.

Secondly the author analyzes foreign policy under the Orban-Govern-
ment after 2010. Viktor Orban, the Hungarian Prime Minister, developed
East Opening Policy [keleti nyitds politikdja]. Orbédn tried to strengthen
economic relations with Russia and China to find a way out of the economic
difficulties after 2008, though the European Union (EU) expressed anxiety
that Russia intervened in ethnic conflict in Ukraine and China strengthen
military power in the Pacific Ocean.

Thirdly the author compares Kadar’s and Orban’s foreign policy. Finally
he argues historical commonality of Hungarian foreign policy as “seesaw
policy [hintapolitika],” which means Hungary’s maneuvers to gain a meas-
ure of autonomy under the shadow of dominant powers, the Soviet Union
and EU.

This paper consists of following sections:
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