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The cost of victimisation: A comparative analysis of the
Japanese crime damage benefit scheme with the
English Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority

Claims Scheme (CICA) [1]

Akira KYO
Mutsumi KUROSAWA
Graham BROOKS
Tom ELLIS

From a comparative perspective, there is ample literature available on
victims’ participation in Japanese criminal justice. However, despite the es-
tablishment of a Japanese victim compensation, or benefits, scheme in 1980
(limited to victims of violent crime), there is little available research on
this. To address this gap in criminological knowledge, we start by providing
a brief background to the context and environment in which the Japanese
compensation/benefits scheme developed within the Japanese criminal jus-
tice system. This is followed by a comparative account of how the current
system of compensation for victims of violent crime is delivered. We then
examine the statistical outcomes of the contemporary practice of the Japa-
nese scheme compared to the English system. The article concludes with
some recommendation on the current scheme in Japan.
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