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Abstract :

This paper clarifies the characteristics of opinion essays written in Japanese by native Japanese
speakers (JP) and Chinese learners of Japanese (CN) enrolled in a Japanese university by com-
paring and analyzing the differences in sentence structure types and expression forms (narrative
expression and opinion quality in thesis statements, context development, and sentence structure)
between Japanese opinion essays on two issues. As a result, the following features were found :
the beginning of the writing is strongly influenced by the task, the vague assertions at the begin-
ning of the writing are concretized at the end, and the context development seen in the essay’s
structure is also seen in the sentence structure. In addition, it became clear that the sentences of
native speakers of Japanese contain many assertions, and that they express opinions in an adver-
sative context and that they use different forms of expression (narrative expression and sentence
structure in thesis statements) for different tasks. On the other hand, the sentences written by
learners of Japanese have fewer assertions, are written in a resultative context, and do not use

different forms of expression for different tasks.
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1 L&EH72 ) OXOH 13.35 (3.55) 13.60 (3.92) 0.838
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