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Hungarian Foreign Policy
and Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Akira OGINO

The aim of this paper is to examine the characteristics of Hungarian for-
eign policy under the Orban-Regime. Especially the author focuses on how
Hungary coped with the Novel Coronavirus Crisis. He tries to analyze Hun-
gary’s Ostpolitik (keleti nyitas politik4ja), which Viktor Orban, the Prime
Minister, and Péter Szijjarto, the Foreign Minister, intend to strengthen re-
lations with Russia and China.

In spite of criticism from the European Union (EU), Orban declared a
state of emergency to prevent the spread of infection in March, 2020.
When the EU imposed condition on accepting distribution of the EU-
budget (2021-2027) and economic support from the Reconstruction Fund,
Hungary and Poland had to be in compliance with rule of law. The rule of
law is one of common values in Article 2 of the Treaty on the European
Union. At first, Orban and Mateusz Morawiecki, the Polish Prime Minister,
tried to exercise the veto over the EU-budget, although they compromised
with the European Commission in December, 2020.

Orban made a decision to import vaccine against the coronavirus from
Russia and China, when the second wave of the spread of infection came
to Europe in the autumn of 2020. New cases of coronavirus in the autumn
were much more than the first wave in the spring. The EU couldn’t make
sure of enough vaccine produced by western companies, although the
European Medicines Agency didn’t recognize the Russian vaccine, Sputnik
V, and the Chinese vaccine, Sinopharm. Orban criticized the vaccine policy
of the EU.
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