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Punishment for Concurrence of Crimes

Yuki TANAKA

§54(1) of the Japanese Penal Code provides: When a single act consti-
tutes two or more separate crimes, or when an act as the means or results
of a crime constitutes another crime, the greatest among the punishments
prescribed for such crimes shall be imposed. This article aims to clarify the
meaning of “the greatest punishment” mainly by analyzing judicial prece-
dents. The table of contents is as follows:

I Introduction
II Basic stance of the Supreme Court: Adjudication in the year 1948
III  Scholarly opinions and development of judicial precedents
IV Some considerations
V  Conclusion
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