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A Preliminary Study of ICT Use in Danish ECEC:

Frequency and Purpose of Use in Childcare Practice

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to indicate the positioning of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) use in childcare practice in Denmark and to show new perspectives about its uses
for childcare practice in Japan. In this study, participant observation was conducted in two Danish
daycare institutions to verify how often and for what purpose ICT was used in childcare practice. First,
the data were classified by frequency and purpose of use. Second, we examined between periods and
institutions to identify similarities and differences. Third, we examined the positioning of ICT use in
Denmark.

The results show that ICT was used as an “assistive tool” in childcare practice, using camera
functions for photos and videos, and music functions for background music (BGM). This indicates that
ICT was not being used in a way that significantly reduced the opportunities for children’s real
experiences. Danish style, in which childcare workers find the best way to use ICT through discussion
and practice, could be considered as a blueprint for how to introduce ICT into childcare practice in
Japan. Furthermore, as demonstrated through the use of ICT in childcare practice, Denmark has a
culture of finding the best way with few regulations and standards. In contrast, since Japan's historical
background differs from Denmark, it is suggested that some “regulations and standards” should be
contemplated for its use in Japan.
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