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Repeating and Re-telling the Dominat Discourses on Motherhood:

From the Narratives of Six Women Who use Childcare Services
for Infants at Registered Nurseries in Japan

ABSTRACT

Feminist critique on motherhood has often depicted the dominant structures (pri-
marily the linguistic ones) to be so solid and all-encompassing that it seems as if no
room is left for individuals to act creatively under such confines.

We interviewed six women who challenge such a view on motherhood and the
nature of human creativity. Each subject uses childcare services for infants and one-
year-olds at registered nurseries in Nishinomiya. Leaving the care of small children, es-
pecially infants, in the hands of others is an unconventional and unapproved way of
raising children in Japan. Most infants are raised at home, and child development spe-
cialists warn about the irrecoverable harm that could inhibit future child development.

Naturally, these six subjects felt anxious and guilty at particular points in time. In
their attempt to adjust to the situation, they actively used some of the existing narra-
tives on family, kinship, and motherhood. Further, they recounted some parts of the
original narratives to suit their purposes.

Key Words: motherhood, feminism, childcare services for infants



