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[ Abstract)
A Redaction-Critical Study of Matt. 6:10bc
— A Consideration of the Concept of "Kingdom of Heaven" in Matthew —

KIHARA Keiji

Matthew prefers to use the expression 1} factieio t@v ovpavdv (the kingdom of heaven)
in place of 1} Bacireia Tod Beod (the kingdom of God). The purpose of this paper is to examine
the reason why he uses this expression.

Several studies have proved that there is no difference in meaning between "the kingdom
of God" and "the kingdom of heaven." However, it is possible that Matthew intentionally uses
these two expressions separately because he connects heaven and earth in a unique way (16:19;
18: 18-19; 28:18). Therefore, whether "the kingdom of heaven" is an important theological
concept for Matthew must be discussed.

Here we focus attention on Matthew 6:10bc, which is part of the third prayer of the Lord's
Prayer. The reason for it is highly probable that Matthew adds this sentence, and he associates
1N Baotreio cov (“your kingdom” means the kingdom of God) with heaven and earth. Matthew
6:9b-13 is parallel to the Lord’s Prayer in Luke 11:2¢c-4 (Q), the latter lacks the phrases “Our. . .
in heaven” (Matt 6:9b) and “Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (10bc).

In addition to this, 6:10b corresponds to Matt 26:42 (Jesus’s prayer in Gethsemane), and
6:10c is similar to 16:19; 18:18, which depict the connection between heaven and earth. The
same expression is not found in Jewish literature, but Psalms 40:9 (LXX=39:9) and 143:10
(LXX=142:10) show the practice of God’s will. Since it is Matthew's main concern (Matt 7:21),
the expression of 6:10b can be said to be his creative idea.

On the other hand, 6:10c reflects the idea of the Old Testament that shows the relationship
between heaven and earth (e.g., Genl:1; 14:22; Lev 26:19; Deut 4:26; 1 Chron 16:31; Ps
115:16; 102:20; Eccles 5:1; Isa 66:1). The whole idea of 6:10bc, which shows praying for
the realization of God’s will in heaven and earth, is close to Psalm 135:6. However, unlike
Matthew, Psalm 135: 6 is not a prayer, and it does not assume the disconnection between
heaven and earth.

From the above-mentioned discussions, it is clear that 6:10bc shows Matthew's unique
thought about heaven and earth. In future studies, we will consider other parts of the "Kingdom

of Heaven" in Matthew with this in mind.



