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Trauma and Juvenile Delinquency: Social Work and Support for
Rehabilitation and Social Reintegration of Juveniles Considering Their

Vulnerability

Takuya Furuhashi
Professor

United Nations Asia and Far East Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFEI)

his paper focuses on “vulnerability” for the delinquent children and young offenders in the juvenile justice
system because of their delinquencies or other reasons for child protection. The initial concept of this article is
dealing with such juveniles as not the “bad, scary or troublesome population”, but the “young people who need
intensive care and support from society for their sound development and well-being”.

The main contents are as follows; 1) current circumstances between trauma and the juvenile justice, 2)
historical backgrounds of the juvenile corrections in Japan and support for their rehabilitation and social
reintegration, 3) international regulations and standards such as the Convention of the Rights of Child and the
Beijing Rules (United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice), 4) recent
studies and trends on the influence of adverse childhood experiences and the meanings of trauma-informed care,
5) practical approaches applying to the experience of child abuse and the individual traits for juveniles in
correctional settings. As a summary, this paper suggests a model of trauma-informed care throughout the whole
process of the juvenile justice system, as well as the possibilities of social work in this field.

Key words: juvenile delinquency, trauma and adverse childhood experience (ACE), vulnerability, correctional
education and support for rehabilitation at juvenile training schools, trauma-informed care

110



