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Populist Attitudes and Support for the Ishin:
An Empirical Analysis Through an Online Survey Following
the 2019 Osaka Double Elections.

Masahiro ZENKYO

How does support for the Osaka-Ishin-no-Kai (“Ishin”) relate to a prefer-
ence for populism? This paper analyzes the relationship between the popu-
list attitudes scales, which are used to operationalize voters’ preference for
populism, and support for the Ishin, which is often identified as a typical
populist party in Japan. To this end, I analyzed an online survey conducted
following the 2019 Osaka Double Elections.

First, this paper analyzes the structure of populist attitudes in Japan. The
operational definition of populist attitudes differs slightly among scholars,
as there is no universally accepted definition of populism. In this paper, I
use Schulz et al.’s (2018) operational definition of populist attitudes, which
was devised to take into account its three sub-dimensions, to analyze
whether the same attitude structure is precipitated as in previous studies.
Second, this paper examines the relationship between populist attitudes
and support for the Ishin as a populist party in Japan. As Zenkyo (2018)
has already shown, there is no clear relationship between populist attitudes
and support for the Ishin. However, it remains to be seen whether the same
result holds for Osaka citizens. This paper thus also analyzes the relation-
ship between populist attitudes and support for the Ishin.

The empirical results of this study show the following two points. First,
the structure of populist attitudes among Osaka citizens was the same as
in Europe and the United States in terms of the number of sub-dimensions,
but the correlations between latent factors were different. Second, there is
no clear relationship between populist attitudes and preferences for popu-
list parties. These findings suggest the limitations of studies that use popu-
list attitudes in Japan.
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