# X
HAGEIZ I 1) 5 A58 4 25 il ek

—RHRNEOSHELIZ DN T—
v kERT

Incomplete Predicates in Japanese :

Toward an Explanation for Information and its Linguistic Encoding
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Abstract :

This paper aims to investigate the relation between information and its linguistic encoding by
observing incomplete predicates in Japanese translated subtitle and dubbed dialogue used in TV
shows. These texts, which are in different modes of speech but share an original text, share a
tendency toward morphologically or syntactically incomplete predicates by truncating them or
eliminating the whole. Between the two texts, however, examples of incomplete predicates ex-
hibit differences in detail. The difference in degree of incompleteness can be considered a mani-
festation of a distinct priority in linguistic encoding, which functions as a criterion to decide
which pieces of information are explicitly expressed. In general, function words in predicates are
omitted more frequently in written language than in spoken. Between the two types of text,
dubbed dialogue shows a tendency toward having fewer incomplete predicates overall, while
eliminating more copulas in nominal predicates than do the corresponding subtitles. This obser-
vation implies that, in spoken language, information about the referential content of an event —

typically encoded by a predicate — has a higher priority in linguistic encoding than in written.
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