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Research into the status of insects in an attempt to improve biodiversity at Seiwa Campus

— Biology Education on Campus in the Faculty of Education —
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Abstract

The goal of the Seiwa Biodiversity Education Project (SBE-P) program is to make Seiwa Campus
an environment rich in biodiversity where students are able to learn about biodiversity. Two methods
were used to study the insects on campus. One was the so-called ‘beating’ method. A survey was
conducted of the arboreal organisms in four types of trees and shrubs planted on the campus (October
Sakura, Japanese Medlar, Sasanqua and Bayberry). The other method was a ‘sweeping’ survey. Insects
that were observed visually were captured in nets and then identified. Using the beating method, a total
of 26 species were confirmed.

In the sweeping survey, a total of 26 species was confirmed: 12 from the order Lepidoptera, four
from the order Odonata, three from the order Hymenoptera, two from the order Hemiptera, two from
the order Coleoptera, one from the order Diptera and two from the order Orthoptera. In addition, new
insects attracted as a result of the planting of violets, mandarin oranges and other plants and biotope
construction were identified. These comprised 13 species from the order Lepidoptera. These results
suggest that Seiwa Campus plays an important role in preserving biodiversity in the urban area. They
also confirm that planting vegetation can successfully enrich biodiversity. An environmental education
program was formulated based on these results.
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