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Survey Report: Awareness and Attitudes
Regarding the Heritage of Memories Related to
the 1995 Southern Hyogo Earthquake Among
those Born After the Disaster (Basic Elements)

Hidh A BRI R ROHESET & TR

Hayato Yamanaka, Kiyomine Terumoto, Masami Nara, Chiaki Kim

January 17, 2020, marked the 25th anniversary of the Southern Hyogo Earthquake. In the
decades since the disaster, a whole new generation has emerged in the region with no ex-
perience or direct knowledge of the great earthquake. And yet it is the young people of this
generation who will need to pass on the memories of the great earthquake to future genera-
tions. In order to clarify the attitudes and awareness among the post-earthquake generation
regarding the heritage of disaster memories, the Kwansei Gakuin University School of
Policy Studies and Community Media FMYY, a local community broadcasting company,
undertook a joint project to survey young people in the region. The survey was carried out
among undergraduate students at three universities in the former disaster region: Kwansei
Gakuin University, Kobe University, and Kobe Tokiwa University. There were 445 valid
responses. The survey questionnaire covered the following five major areas: (1) sources of
information on the Southern Hyogo Earthquake, (2) interest in the disaster, (3) awareness
and attitudes regarding the heritage of disaster memories, (4) which memories should be
passed on, and (5) effective methods for passing on the memories. Upon compilation of
the survey results, the following factors became evident. Close to 70 percent of the respon-
dents said they learned about the Southern Hyogo Earthquake in school and felt that school
education was an effective method for passing on the memories of the disaster. Among the
memories that respondents felt were the most important to be passed on were those con-
veying practical information that would be useful for disaster mitigation and responding
to future disasters. Interest was high in objective facts and data related to the disaster. In
contrast, interest was relatively low in subjective information, such as the emotions, feel-
ings, and painful memories of the victims. In conclusion, our research group has chosen to
conceptualize this phenomenon of biased interest in memory heritage among those of the
post-earthquake generation as “selective inheritance of disaster memories."
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