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[Abstract]

Christianity and Human Rights: Theological Human Rights Discourses and

D. Bonhoeffer’s understanding of Human Rights

HASHIMOTO Yuki

Every November, at Kwansei Gakuin University School of Theology’s Theology Research
Group a member of the theology faculty presents a paper on human rights in order to raise
awareness of and prevent harassment within the schools and the university. This article is

based on the author’s presentation on human rights in 2019.

This article’s main focus consists of an inquiry into theological human rights discourse
through the context of protestant theology in present-day Germany. This article first presents
some preliminary remarks on human rights, then critically appropriates H.E.T6dt and W.
Huber’s research to classify types of theological human rights discourses, and finally from this
perspective explores and analyzes the discussion concerning D. Bonhoeffer’s concept of
“Ultimate” and “Penultimate” things. Through this inquiry, this paper aims to offer not only
critical differentiation and understanding of theological human rights discourses but also
meaningful suggestions concerning a theological foundation in response to human rights

issues.
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