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A Description of the Village Diary

ABSTRACT

A document entitled Kiroku, which means record, has been passed down for over
270 years in a village located in Kohoku, Shiga Prefecture. In this paper, we refer to
this document as the Village Diary. It includes correspondence with public organiza-
tions and contains records of everyday events. What has enabled the Village Diary,
which documents relatively small-scale events, to be preserved? This paper examines
the Village Diary more closely, in particular, by noting what is not recorded in it.

Evidently, the entirety of what is not written is too much to grasp. Instead, in this
paper, through examination of what is written, we detect the traces of what is not writ-
ten, embedding these identified items in the context of each era, and extracting new
meanings.

Key Words: village diary, community owned documents, historical materials survey



