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Origins of the Postwar Fire Administration in Japan

Mitsugu OKUDA

This article argues that the postwar fire administration in Japan has a dis-
tinctive characteristic in the overall Japanese public administration. Unlike
other administrative activities, in which municipal, prefectural, and central
governments are integrated in implementing various policies, fire admini-
stration is almost exclusively carried out by municipal fire department; pre-
fecture and national governments have neither personnel nor expertise.

The author traces the origin of the administration by examining the post-
war reforms by the SCAP. The Home Ministry was in charge of police and
fire in the prewar period, but it was abolished and two fields were decentral-
ized after the war. Although police was recentralized in 1954, the fire ad-
ministration has remained under the jurisdiction of municipal governments.
Stressing the critical role of timing and sequence, which Paul Pierson elabo-
rates in Politics in Time, the author demonstrates how the two administra-
tions took the different paths in this critical juncture.
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