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Abstract

In addition to some irregular forms (e.g. bad - worse - worst), English has
established two parallel systems of comparison in its grammar; one is an
inflectional type formed by using suffixes “er” for the comparative and “-est”
for the superlative (e.g. higher, highest), and the other is a periphrastic (or
syntactic) type formed by using the adverbs “more” and “most” which are the
irregular comparative and superlative of “many” and “much,” respectively (e.g.
more beautiful, most beautiful). According to Mitchell (1985: 84-5), there was
only inflectional type in OE, ie. the periphrastic forms first appeared in the
13th century under the influence of Latin and French during the ME period.
The latter gained ground steadily after the 14th century until the beginning
of the 16th century when they had become as frequent as they are today
(Pound 1901: 19). It can be claimed that this change in grammar corresponds
to the general trend from synthesis to analysis in English grammatical forms.
However, the inflectional type of comparison is said to be regaining power in
modern English (Kyté and Romaine 2006).

As to the grammar of Modern English, it is claimed that monosyllabic
adjectives take the synthetic type of comparison (e.g. tall-taller-tallest), while
disyllabic adjectives or those composed of more syllables take the periphrastic
type of comparison (e.g. famous - more famous - most famous). However, it
is also true that there are many exceptions to these rules (e.g. handsome -
handsomer/more handsome - handsomest/most handsome, happy - happier
- happiest, mature - matured/more mature - maturest/most mature). What
is the reason behind this? In addition, which type of comparison was more
common in the past, and when was it so?

Besides these two types above, there has been another type of comparison



7 A Stk w1y

in regards to the superlative. This type of superlatives end in “most” as a
suffix which was originally not identical with the adverb “most,” but a very old
superlative “mest.” Later, this changed into “most” under the influence of the
then established adverb “most.” With these, one or both of the other degrees (ie.
positive or comparative) are commonly lacking (e.g. top - ¢ - topmost, ¢ - inner
- imnermost).

The goal of the present paper is to confirm whether or not the aforementioned
trend in English grammar is correct by using the Google Books Ngram Viewer
developed recently by Google Company. This online search engine charts the
frequencies of any set of target words by using the digitalized data collected
from sources printed between 1500 and 2008 in English.

Hiromi Otaka

1. FL&IC

PFEOAF EREICIE, WOTEI T THRVWI L72H ke LTikEo
TV SR & i Ethdsds 50 FHIEB (2000) 12X 2 &, ZOREIEHEE 3
BITIRT VY AAERICE TlD 2 EAYTE, IR (5 R ~11 i)
BB - BIE OB, R (R R (~er/~est) Lol
PR &\ TER SRR AN U TRk - i 12D < A DT, HEFH
WS “ra”s W BT “ost” Thorze THUTK L. BRIITES A
BEFNLD, IUIHERFHOMMC X 53, RlF more/most ZJE% A - RIS
e LT - i FRROERE LTS DOTH L, ZOMOIEIEABIN Uik 7z
OIFHHSEEES (11 i ~15 HAd) IS A - TH ST, HEGEEOHEIE b 4B more
& most IZRESN TV o7zl v, L TIOHEBIEOMHIZZ DK S HITHK
LRI Z 5 CF Tllh o720 2L #A (synthesis) 725447 (analysis)
NEJA o TE7ZHEHORE RAUIZ D b D7EHNKyto (1996) DWFFEIZ L 5 &
FBHIFp IR SRS (15 AP E~17 ) (2 Tid, JEITES
PR Y ., FEHICK o TRELAERN - KL TE TR EWV), 20
X9, HERICIE, HREAAINT 2 BT & SN R A E LT & 72
WAH LD THA (Kyto and Romaine 2006)
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PEEOHBIIUIL, FEiX, FBO 2HEDOEL L TH L WEDL DN, H &
Zodh b, AHAELETAHLD (B good - better - best) & furthermore X
northernmost ® & 9 12, more/most ZHHIZEFR (suffix) & L OO
WCE S HETH %o #id BURSEREOIA R - AIF OILEFEBLUL, 7% 0 B3R
bDELOTWD, BIRBEEEO—BABINE LTid, [ 1 HFEHORAE - BEE er/
-est DPRFIILT, 2 LT 2HMULEDD DIE more/most DAJILELZES | &
BRAD, FIID LV, FRIBEHICIBWTIE, EH 5B &S IEEE - BlEA
ML IAIET S (B - handsome, common, cruel, exact, polite, quiet, secure,
secret 72 &), B Kyto (1996) (12X 5 &, BURIEFEICBIT A Z D X ) 2 ik5E
216 OO F TICB LML Lz \n ).

Ao BHBIX. Google #2244 % The Google (Books) Ngram Viewer %
ffioC. WFROIEF - HIFADEBANERIC ED X ) ITEEB L TE a2 HET
5T LIIHb. AL, FoRGEL FIZBIF 2REDLHHNE VI RE %
it 2 LTI OZARIZH ) I ISR © OWATIN 2 i & FEREICHERR L. BF
HTTOHEZRL 2 EI2H S,

2. The Google (Books) Ngram Viewer & [3{a/h

Google 13 2004 £ LBE D OREZ B FLL TTF—% & LTERLT
BY., Thzflico CREOWNR L %2 F—7— FOREZELY 77 7L L TR~
%2 ERNFRIC L 7ze BTALINIZCEORATRIL, RIEE (1,500 4£~2008
) OEHICE S, ZT® Y —)U) The Google Ngram viewer. & L < I& The
Google Book Ngram Viewer T& 5,517 L72Google h L ¥ Ky — g, F—7—
ROMERY) 2=l T 577 7TH-722% 20104 12 HIZ5FK L7z The
Google Ngram Viewer l&, #7203 — 7 — FAWVODERDADFIIHTL B
A ZOMH (B HEEL 77 7IRLTEMSBDTHL, LoT, 2OV -
TWEDRR & 72 BEEDR A A OMHBIE 25 Z LI2X ), EoifEs L
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ORI B A SN T 2222 I Z # L C—H THhnbDTH b, . il
TR EHEL, HToLZAh (2017 480, ik 77 Y Rl FA Vil 1%
) TR ARS Vi PERE B Y TEEOAT, HAGEOMERIIEEWMEEL 25T
W,

A — A&, EaR o5 1) | PN 1500 4 AREDLARBETRE D A2 TG L § 5o Lo
Ty ENUFIOEH SRR IEGRIIIFEDORRIN & 72 2 DI 72h5, T THIFELIC
BB IR MBENTH S [#EGH 50~ OIS, 500 FUL LTSI
RIGEM O OLEBIZA TN WHEEDSH 2. 2F D, L [HBEDHHHN]
DOFFAIE L7 S, HEEI RS2 » 7o i B B R oI i3
T B IR TSNS S 72133 TH 5. € LTI oML, FR3EE
DHBIZIANT TED X HIELL T DTH A ) B FTATIIEAVRIET 5. %I
WA TOIRITIIR OB Z R UIIARMBICEHELRDTH A ) Ho #DETH Ihd
DOIICIZIEHEZ B Z EBAZEDO HINTH %

3. EEHENROMZRSIA - 85

ZZHE (1985) RHTH (1994) 7 &I X 2 BRI Lol O & g%
FK 72O - B OFEZAL (5~ sk~ b)) 13 AR 0%
BRiFiE, koL HIT—Mfbshs,

(1) a. 1 EHIOFFRIITHRE -er/-est DT %,

#1 : kind - kinder - kindest, soon - sooner - soonest

ZOMl, -y TRbo>TWAD 1 FHiFRE -y 7 -1 1T 2 T-er/-est #0lF 54,
72720, vy & AIEZRWELD S,

Bl . dry - drier/dryer - driest/dryest, shy - shier/shyer - shiest/shyest
[HEE + 1755 CRDOLIFEOEEE, REOTHZHAT er/-est
DT %o

#1 : big - bigger - biggest, hot - hotter - hottest
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b. 1 HHFETH - T, WEHFAICHRT 2451, FIF more/most
2T %,
1 : tired - more tired - most tired, bored - more bored - most bored,
pleased - more pleased - most pleased
Z DM, right, real, like @ 1 &HiFEd 2D o
c. 2THIDFED ) H,-y TRD DL DI -y & -ITERT -er/-est DOl 5,
%1 : happy - happier - happiest, early - earlier - earliest,
lovely - lovelier - loveliest
d. ZOMOKERTO 2 HHiFEIZIE. more/most 22T 5, -ly T Bk
BOREFS 2 28T %o
#1 - useful - more useful - most useful, slowly - more slowly - most
slowly, quickly - more quickly - most quickly
e. 3EHILLLEOEZ, FMORIC more/most 21T %,
%1 : interesting - more interesting - most interesting,
carefully - more carefully - most carefully
7272 L unhappy, unlucky, unlikely 7 &® X 9 IZHEAR un- TIHE D
-y b BEEF EOBHI ¢ 1255 6
%1 : unhappy - unhappier - unhappiest, unlucky - nluckier - unluckiest
£ DO 2 FFHOWEAB LV er, e, -ow, -ure THODIEAFNL, JEIT
ZAL LA DM ) AT ETdH %o
f : common, handsome, quiet, polite, pleasant, stupid, wicked,

cruel, exact, secure, shallow, mature, little, clever

AL THAEORIGE L7z oid, FEOBURIEEICB W THEZ. ST 2 5
DYFER EWOEDP S ML LI L7200 809 HTH 5o FREIIIBIT B4 ]
M5 [0 ~Nev ) — B RZ L, A - BRI ORI B W Tid Lo
JEMTIRE 2 D725 9 e AEORR L T HFRICOVTIE, H6HTEIT S,



T2 BELRE H11%
4. FEERICH T B ESHALBROLE

TR IHEER R M IR OB &2 BT TRTOIREFNC BV TRTE R
725720 13KEICRZ LT T VL 79 YV AGEORET, TLTHRMDOHND
H Y UEBIAIER DA U7z (Wright 1913). & OftiUE 3R % 58 U Tk
RUZH TGS 25 [59H07] N9 FEHEO—KN %% SO D b
DTHbo BURIEEIBWTIE, oMK, BIficE R Lz& 913 ZEHbl
FoREE - BIFNEH SN BDS M BWTIZESMRECOEA Iz v
FIZEIREY (JEH 2016). #. The Google Ngram Viewer 1%, Bk B0,
GO L ZAHVEIE 1,500 455 DGR LAFIHTERVOEA, & LAKRITA D
fEH2S 1B AP DI E > TR DH D% 5, 1,500 FEHDOEEHI b Z DHEFEDIPA
Ko TWaIETTho, 20, ERFEEHOMINI BT, BT EAHEE
2BV TEPTIER & RSB H > 12 2 EDTFRENLDTH S, SHIC
1. 1,500 SELAED WO EHD S HEABENIA F 520, BE UL, WOEDLJE
PO A O K522 & 9 11 D BRIV E RO R TH 5,

5. R more/most ZEKICH DR

PEROAFNCIE, J2d, TR & DAL SR 2 b ons
RS %o aARIC more/most DHHIERER OFREE L TH LB DTH S, more
PRMENZEEE, TICEFT LMY, BAD7R, SilHETH S, —7J7, most
A E N 555 40 FEFEE T northwésternmost Z B\ T, 3 CREHHIZTRZ
ZHOLW ) D 5o

1) &+ “~most” WOIEFAH] - ElFlIL “~more” MLV AREICZVOMPIIOWTIE, N [5E
FKIZ "~ more/most” DAF { KFED LA - BlF—I ORFRIMOIREIH 2R L —] (K&
2019) Moz L,



K : Google Ngram Viewer T b % Wil DA Gl LEIE D24 %

~ more T2

anymore evermore forevermore farthermore  névermore

~ most T B

aftermost backmost bottommost  céntermost downmost
éasternmost éndmost farthermost  foremost héadmost
hindermost innermost lattermost léftmost lowermost

middlemost noérthernmost noérthmost northwésternmost

outmost réarmost rightmost souther noérthmost
southmost stérnmost topmost undermost Uppermost
atmost wésternmost ~ wéstmost

FROFEOREA [TE4F + more/most ] 225 Mio TWwWa L Ry &, #iaH

W) 2R, AT S EIE more/most A - I - T 2 KT IRE
OB E L TESND TR WA LHEN L 72 25, L L, FEBE, €
)T awve SR (1997) 12k &, FEAERESE “~most” ETFDLX ) L4kEE
WY R B TN S HOTIERER “most” DL TV L 720

-mo- (Germanic ® mehr ®ZALI ma 7 5) + -ista (‘est ) = -mest (OE) =
-most (PE)

=7\ “~more” ZFERIZH OFEDEEIED AT, ME JII SR TICHEEL
TWED “~ most” TRD BFEIZNE L TR S 722,

AW TR L7203, Th ORI 2T E b OIREFNC & 2 AR L
E0oITAp5MbM I L7z0E ) HTh b, HZIX, northernmost & Bl

2) 72 72 L. furthermore, farthermore, innermore @ % # 1% Old Norse (Scandinavian) @
‘~meir” PEE Lo TR ES N (FE 1997)0
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TIdfEib N7z { 7o T b *northmost O FISHEE O MIFHER, FREIC

*most northern % *northest & O H BRGNS R TH 5o

6. FREEH

AWFZET The Google Ngram Viewer % fliH L CulilRehY 2 il HIBHEE D28 & % 3
HEITHDIE, RO T RIZOWTTH S, My FOREEOHICEHE TS EHOfw

g%
@

IBRIEGEOHEFIC LW DO TH %,
HHIOATNT D DR b IR AN #872 5 720D H A ?

<FAEE >
kind: kinder/more kind, kindest/most kind
sad: sadder/more sad, saddest/most sad

-y T 2 BB HTEAR G O -y (VDD & ok - ik B2 E -er/-
est DRI TAIIEZOND L) Tk o7z0h?

<FHAERE>
dry: drier/dryer, driest/dryest
shy: shier/shyer, shiest/shyest
B D HIR S 5 HE AR MM ORI 2 NS 5%, Zhudvo
EHrLDOZ L ?

< AR >
tired: *tireder/more tired, *tiredest/most tired
bored: *boreder/more bored, *boredest/most bored
2EWOBETATD -y THDO L DO THIUIRITILORI AL A, Th
FVOEHNLDZ L ?

<ERATEE >
happy: happier/more happy, happiest/most happy

lucky: luckier/more lucky, luckiest/most lucky



K : Google Ngram Viewer T b % Wil DA Gl LEIE D24 %

6 3 EHOEEFIL TR OMZ IS A5, HEHHE -un TIHEE % S D13l
HemoTwa, LrL, ZONRROBITHEIZED S HWZIFANRD
NTHDTHAH )0 ?
<AL >
unhappy: unhappier/more unhappy, unhappiest/most unhappy
unlucky: unluckier/more unlucky, unluckiest/most unlucky
unlikely: unlikelier/more unlikely, unlikeliest/most unlikely

©® WL ODD2EHIVETE -er, -le, -ow, -ure THD HIEAFNIEITHIK &
AHBOWMBI ALY 9 5 & EN505 THUTVWOERPLDZ LT, FEREIC
FZELLOMPMEE (B HOTHL) A7
<AL >
handsome: handsomer/more handsome, handsomest/most handsome
common: commoner/more common, commonest/most common
quiet: quieter/more quiet, quietest/most quiet
polite: politer/more polite, politest/most polite
pleasant: pleasanter/more pleasant, pleasantest/most pleasant
stupid: stupider/more stupid, stupidest/most stupid
wicked: wickeder/more wicked, wickedest/most wicked
subtle: subtler/more subtle, subtlest/most subtle
exact: exacter/more exact, *exactest/most exact
secure: securer/more secure, securest/most secure
clever: cleverer/more clever, cleverest/most clever
shallow: shallower/more shallow, shallowest/most shallow
mature: maturer/more mature, maturest/most mature

@ FHRIZ~ most & b OEFFIOEHLSMEDIE L72DEA )9 ? Z LT
ZIUTHIO T A ORNIAAE L e o 7o DIEH ) 2 ?
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<R >

northernmost: northernmost/*northmost/northern most/most northern/
*northest

easternmost: easternmost/*eastmost/eastern most/most eastern/

*eastest

7. AEER

The Google Ngram Viewer |2 X 2HZFERD ST D Z L AY5h 5 72, F T
R CE T 7oA B OIS TG R Z R D W 7T 7 O dH 2 iRAED
LFAVRE CTHFE LIS WOT, FO TR SRR OAI, 2000 44 LI
(2B B MBUHEEB O NER 2 FEIMNIR 2 & 12T 5,

O HEHOEATIIND DR S R HEAS#87E - 72O EH ) ?

0001 10%
0.00100%4

0000%0% ]
0.00080% 4
0.00070% 4 J—
0.00080% 4
0.00050%
0.00040% "

0.00030%4

0000205+
Dom10% f i
| more hird
0.00000% [ o kindest
1500

1530 1600 1850 i} 1350 2000

[ 1 : kinder (1) /more kind (3) , kindest (2) /most kindest (4)
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L00085T%
0.000607%
D000550%
DO00HTS
B000450%
D000
D00
00003075
00002505
0002005
0:000150%
L0010l
000N
-

addutt |4
L eadder (1)
more sl A
e s (AN}

1580 6 00 170 T 18 W W A

[¥] 2 : sadder (2) /more sad (3), saddest (1) /most sad (4)

FD 2008275 713, WEHIEAE kind & sad OB (Ml & 5% 1#k)
2BV, BRI AR &8 5 25l I W TS TH 2 0% HEFED
ZELVIFETRLTLIN TS, SOMGIRIC X ), [HEHTEA T
AL ] &) BURBGEOBHIAS, 4% &b kind & sad IZBWTIE, H25
ZHOFITHHAENTETVS L W) T EWGhb, 7275, BEICBVTIE GRS
17 i & 0 18 i F ) AR D 22 D b 7k o712 L v &
CIREIRER G, Lo T fme LT, [HEHOBAGT IO OIS JET L
AEIZ 7 (BEEZS72) DUITIERW] L) ZEilhsb),

@ -y TRODLHEEHIHETO -y 12O S HE#H - i LR -er/-

est DM T-AICEZBNL L) hoTzDh?
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0.000000% 4
0.00080C%. 4
D.0D0TO0% 4
10,00060C% 4
0.000300% 4
DL000A00% 4 -
0.000300 4
DO00200% 4 r

LO0T00% 1

000000 T T |
1500 1550 B0

3 : drier (2) /dryer (1), driest (3) /*driest (4)

000005005
0.0000450%4
0.0000400% 4
0.0000350% 4
000003004
0.0000E50% 4
000002005
0.0000150%
ROD00100%

0.0000050%4

0,0000000%

1500 1550 600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1900 1850 2000

[¥] 4 : shier (3) /shyer (1), shiest (4) /shyest (2)

CZTOHREDNS, [y THRDZ HEFIEAFAOBITHLKTIE v £ 1122 T
-er/-est DIFRBFZAHT L] LI FRANIZMI LI SN2 DOTIE RV EW)
CEWGD D dry & shy TED% ) B LERIPHTHE00TH S, T3 dry
T3, drier & driest & dryer & *dryest & 0 DI #EIzO—EHY (1650 4~
1675 4F) ZBRIFIZESTH o720 Lo LBRIGRO BB\ Tid (1990 4:~).,
dryer A% drier £ ) I > TWBDTHbD, —J7, shy T, TTOEDOF F
® shyer/shyest 2% shier/shiest & ) &, —F:l (1675 £~ 1720 4E) ZFRiHE. 3o
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LEBLRTETH D,
@ BEIOMESFNHRT B EEHIEA AN RO Z A DS, Ziudwvo
ER LD L ?

00000220 4
0.0000Z00% - S—
0.0000180% 4
0.0000150% 4
00000 1408
0.0000120%

000001007 +
0.0000080% 4
0.0000050% 4
) DOO0040R% 4
0000020 most red

pr [ A Ao i

150 1550 1800 1650 1700 170 1800 1850 1900 1950 2000
ik o imetated By oo

X 5 : *tireder (3) /more tired (1), *tiredest (4) /most tired (2)

0.0000180%
0,0000140% 3
0,0000120%
0,0000100% 4
0.0000080%
0,0000080% 3

0.000040% 1

0.0002020% 1 e dond
P e i e

1500 1550 1600 1850 1700 1750 1800 1850 1890 1550 2000

6 : *boreder (N/A) /more bored (1), *boredest (N/A) /most bored (2)

Lo 220757 L0, BREIOBRGFIICHFRT 2 HEHEARMOLEIX, @
BRI RLCL A DS EBIRICEEEACH ) DT TV B 2 E BT X 5, bored
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2BV T, JBPTHILD *boreder & *boredest (ZHEH SN HANT L A LTS
Nz, LA L, tired ICBILTiE, 19 il &AL D *tireder/*tiredest 7*
B & NITHRHSFRD 65 O THEIRZR W,
@ 2HFHMOBFFATY -y THDDHOTHIIEITIKOMZ LA, Zh
ZWDEHNLDZ L ?

0.00200%
000240%

0.00200% 4

0.00160% 7
0.00140% 1
0.00120% <
0.00100% <

1500 1350 1800 1850 1700 1750 800 1850 1900 1650 2000

7 : happier (1) /more happy (3), happiest (2) /most happy (4)

D008
0.0000700%:
D.0000E00%:
D.000000%:
0.000040%

00000300 st

luckier
0.0000200%

0.0000100%:

moee jucky
00000000°% ; . : ! - . . . : i
1500 1950 180 1650 1700 750 3800 1850 1800 1950 2000

[¥] 8 : luckier (2) /more lucky (3), luckiest (1) /most lucky (4)

-y T 5 2 54 happy & lucky (& MEPMSERIEEE o WIMICE -
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THRICES T CIRITHEIERTH L L F2 5. L L, 17~ 18 il F Tl
THo72Z L BFET, TORITKEERZEV, Happy (& 1700 FEMP S, EL
T lucky & 1800 4EE D S JEIT LI DD THEEL L 72 5 72D TH b Lo To Ih
5 OFEE, SO IEEIN A AR S o RS W L E X 5o

® 3 EHIOAFN IR OR 20 S 25, HEHHEE -un TUHE 5 b DIHISHE

%o TWwWh, Ll WKL, #RIZBWTdEDL SwzIFARLR

=
TWzDTHAHIM)?

0.000350%

0.000300% =

0.000250% ]]

0.000200%

0.000140% L

0.000100% !1|

0.000050% |
st unhappy

H -‘ {}_ i 4

UnhEppiest

0.000000% unhappier

1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1800 1960 2000

¥ 9 : unhappier (4) /more unhappy (2), unhappiest (3) /most unhappy (1)

0.000110%
0.060100% 4
0.000000% 4
0.000050% 4
0.000070% 4
0000080 4
0.000050% 1
0.000040%4
0.000030% 4
0.000020% 4

0.000010% 4

0000000

l&w 1 most unlucky
unluckiest
meea unkucky

T Lt F ; ; o uniuchier

g 179 1800 1850 1500 1350 2000

13

00

1550

1600

1850

[¥] 10 : unluckier (4) /more unlucky (3) , unluckiest (2) /most unlucky (1)
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0.000120%9
000910%
0.000100%
0.000060% i ’-
0000080
0.000070%
0.000060%
0.000060%

0.000040%
0.000030%

10000205

00000105

LI
1500 1550 1600 1650 170 1750 1600 1830 1900 1550 2000

X 11 : unlikelier (4) /more unlikely (2) , unlikeliest (3) /most unlikely (1)

PEEEE un- THAE 5 3 D DOIEEAE] unhappy/unlucky/unlikely (2B L TE 213,
A, 3EHTEETH 52 b b S FHITHIK S WHEE 7> T b FRICHIRIGE
I281F % unhappy & unlucky OJEFTILERIE, AJILER & IATRHEFBEICR X %
FIRSN GV L LRI B1T 2 MBUHEE 2 iR 1 ko i, Thsoifo
B3 A DS E B SATH - 72 2 LD h B o HEIC unlikely 1, BUCHEGE
IZBWTHHEAM ) & ) —@EEE o Tnb,

® W{OonD 2 EFEIHET L -er, -le, -ow, -ure THD 2 2 FHIHAT L. &

Pt & MIEOWR 2D 5 575 THUZWOEHP DI & T, @Y
X EL L ORIDIRE (HE) %DOTHAH )% ?
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0.00M00%
0.000050%
0.000000%
0.000250%
0.000000%
0000150%
Q00000

0.000050%

Q000000% T [ T [l 1 T ¥ T T T T T
1500 1350 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1800 1830 200

X 12 : handsomer (2) /more handsome (3) , handsomest (1) /most handsome (4)

000z
OGP
D001E0%s
most cammon
DOotErs M
D00140%:
D00120%
0.00100%

0.0008T%:

0 MEne commen

DO

D0CC2% ﬂﬂ ot

D00 . ; AT VN s
1550 1600

1500 165 170 1150 1800 1850 150 1950 20

13 : commoner (4) /more common (2) , commonest (3) /most common (1)
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150 155 1620 120 1700 1750 1600 1850 1900 1550 200
[¥] 14 : quieter (1) /more quiet (3), quietest (2) /most quiet (4)

0.000200%
Q.000180%
Q000150%
Q.00010%
Q0012
Q000100%
0.000080%
Q00005%
0.000040%
0.000020% H
e & W W W W @
X 15 : politer (4) /more polite (1), politest (3) /most polite (2)
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0,000900%
0.000800%
0.000700% 1 :I
0.000800% |
0.000500%
0.000400% 4
0.000300% 1

0,000200% 4

0.000100%

a0 100

150 1550 1690

[¥] 16 : pleasanter (2) /more pleasant (1), pleasantest (4) /most pleasant (3)

0,000160% -
0,000140% 4

000120% | J

0,000080%+ =
0.000060%+

0.000040% 4

0.000020% 4

0.000000% T T T T f T T T T T
1500 1550 1600 1850 1700 1750 1800 1830 1500 1850 2000

[®] 17 : stupider (4) /more stupid (2), stupidest (1) /most stupid (3)



Ty A Eisdtimk S
0.000800%
0000700
0000600 il
0000500%
0.000400%:
Q00004

0.000200%

0.000100%:

0.000000% T T v
1500 1550 1600 15 1700 1750 1800 1850 1600 1950 2000

[¥] 18 : wickeder (4) /more wicked (1), wickedest (3) /most wicked (2)

Q000350%
Q.000300%
0000250
Q000200 = mive subtie
Q0M50%
0000700
St
Q000050
most sublla
” h it
1500 1550 1600 1630 170 730 1800 e 1900 1950 00

19 : subtler (2) /more subtle (1), subtlest (4) /most subtle (3)



K : Google Ngram Viewer T b % Wil DA Gl LEIE D4 %

D00050% 4
0000430
D040
00003504
000030081
0A000260% 4

000K

0000150%4

D000

w1

000000 T rﬂ T T T T
100 195 1600 1630 m e a0 850 00 a0 a0

[¥] 20 : exacter (4) /more exact (1), *exactest (3) /most exact (2)

000110 4

0010054

0.00010% ’.ﬂﬂ
D000 ! n /
1500 1590 160 180 0 ] 180 1630 1500 1850 00

[¥] 21 : securer (3) /more secure (1), securest (4) /most secure (2)



Tz A Ewsftak Fuw

000300%:
0000250
0.000200%
0.000150%:
0,000100%

0.000050% 1 T cloverest
dlavere
e clevar
00000001 - ; ; e : - : - = e el
1300 50 1600 1630 17 10 1800 | 1900 185 bou]

[¥] 22 : cleverer (2) /more clever (3), cleverest (1) /most clever (4)

0.000350%:
0.000300%
0.000250% t ]
0.000200%
0.000150%

0.000100%:

0.000050%

0.000000% < i T T T T
1500 1350 1600 1630 1706 1750 1600 1850 1500 1560 000

23 : shallower (1) /more shallow (3), shallowest (2) /most shallow (4)



K : Google Ngram Viewer T b % Wil DA Gl LEIE D24 %

0.00C220%
0.000200%

0.000180%
0.000160% 1
0.000140% 1
0.000120%

0.000100% G
0.000080% 4

0000050

0.000040%:

o0c00% ﬂ ﬂ ‘ \l’f'r st mates

0.000000% . : : . ; ' . . . matirst
1500 1550 600 1650 170 1750 e 1850 18 1850 200

[X] 24 : mature (2) /more mature (1), maturest (4) /most mature (3)

C 2 TO I3 FOFAFRE, TXT 2 BHIEAFTH ) 2RI DY 9
5L E3NDLDPEN, BRI LB S L5 S DIBRIESEPITOWTHIET S
C DL GRS SRR & A O MBI SR 2 20 5 TTH %o
Bz 1E. common/exact/subtle (2B 2L, BURICES T TP L Y
132 DNHESTH DHH clever & shallow ICB L TIZETH 27 75705 H%
BN, BUCIEZEIZ B\ T pleasant/stupid/wicked 1&, JHITHLE & 47 i s
ZIFHMADOMTHEEICH 2% IAEFEHEEEZ B L TRS & AHED 1258
PR L Y B THD, 2L TIDI L1, handsome/polite/clever/shallow
FRLEEAIMICOVWTHERLILETHH D, 2F D, HIHD 4 AN
HLETHINITH 2 L FMT &Y, 2 FEITRATNOEISEER O A & rpiiic 2
TR ERAEIT LR & O RS- RO O K 9. EHIS, quiet/
pleasant/stupid/clever/mature 128V Cl&, TRIIFE O F#ED 5 20T

TP I DOHFHE R ZEAY I L D DR o 72RO 56 DT, Thiiksk

3) 7272L. clever (&, 18 A2 LLss & Ay bl 3l S CH 472 5 72 &\ 9) 15T shallow &
TR 5T 5%,

1) TOXHIEIEL Y. REBIIE RS0V TOHMNESLD, DN T
IR EITE LT %o




I A SiEbag FS 1y
HICBIL TS AIE, FEERICBUT D [RAD 500 ] OENZITHEI B THFE
DOENBEEZLD

@

00003505
0.000300%

0000750%

0.000200%

0000150

000000

0000050

0.000000%

)

FERIC~ most & b OIEAEFAIIVOEHLESHEDLI L72DEA I »? Z LT
TUSHIET DAL OENIFAE L R D o 7o DIEA S 2 ?

uu

M -

W ol nerham
rertham mosi

ol S .

0.0000500%

D0000T00%

D 0000600

0.0000400% 1

0.0000400%:

0.0000300%:

0.0000200% 4

100 1850 600 1650 1700 15 1800 1750 900 1050 200

[¥] 25 : northernmost (1) /*northmost (N/A) /*northern most (N/A) /
most northern (2) /*northest (N/A)

eastemmost ()

0.0000100% st easiem (AN

D 0000000

rsdem most (AN}
eashmas! (Al
easiest

1500 1650 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1500 1950 2000

[¥] 26 : easternmost (1) /*eastmost (4) /*eastern most (3) /
most eastern (2) /*eastest (N/A)



K : Google Ngram Viewer T b % Wil DA Gl LEIE D24 %

OB E2601ZRL72T7TT7Hh0, BRBEVHRPEONSL, £,
northern O FA%Tld. northermost 7] H#K? most northern DAL OFTET
(*northest/ *northern most/ *northtest) X3 & A EffibN 72BN &
Woairdo —Ji. FFET S northernmost & most northern # b2 &, Hi&lE
1600 4FEIC T TIH S T 7225 19 i #% F Tld most northern (ZffiH
BEECTHEB SN T2 e b0 5. 5T 5 L. northernmost 2¥HE L D B
BRI D13 19 RSO Z L TH S,

Wi, B ) —DD N AT eastern D FFIIIOWTRTHAL S, SHDFE
79 BHIFAEIE easternmost/ *eastmost/*eastern most/most eastern/*eastest ®
I B, *eastest WAMITRTHET 5 (FFAEL72) &\ 9 mild. northern DHG
LR D, TNHDHH, easternmost DB RS & <. KR 16
LA 5 18 AL A TR S 2o TR B T LDV h 5. —T7, MK
? most eastern b 16 MALHE X D iEAT L TfEbILTW T, 18 Mo —ReIZiE
easternmost Z %W TH N BIIEETH T T L3> T, 72,
B E 7% DKV b DD, eastern most &/ HEE S-S 18 il
5 20 MACHTZ AT TUAFAE L7z & v ) FREEH BLBRER VY, 24U, easternmost
EVIHEPBIER TR TS, Lot BY), HEEBISRWEH 200 THEOE
JEV— b ERHLTHR LD 57220650 TH A9,

8. fEam

FACDIBARIBY . SV U REFEL L TOR R il FR L T EEic
. REWL I TH 2P AE B TH - 720 Lo L, PFIREN (1066 45
~15004F) 12> TI T Vil - 7T ¥ AEOBECIESBD EE N, &
DT Eid, LT 2HEHIEAH (kind/sad) OHHHERPSEEHTE b,
PR A F N TR SR TH A RO B AR oIz BV T
IR E LTOREL TV A Z LD SN DTH B MR U R itigs
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MR LY SEHTEH S 00, FRIEEHOPIZBNTIE, OB
SHIARIRIEIC B B 025 TH 5o

oIS, [REDP LI &) 3EEEL IR S5 SEEEORER I $ % —fik
M7 ZAbhs, ERIGEDORE LI > THIT L T HEDMERTE 72, 2 HHIE
ZENE YR 2R TR AN o 7o & FRE N AN, AWZE T 72755
ZHFELZRY TR, EITEOE RSN ISR E > TETWH T &P
Dol=DTHb,

WfaIs, JRPTIRE & A oM A2 I Y) 5 % & S5 handsome/quiet/polite/
pleasant X -y, -er, -le, -ow, -ure THD LIEEFCOWTTH LAY, ZOIHIZ,
NS OILAFDIEHTHAR & A O % Jed 2 Ui 2 BRI 2 b o ThZen 2
ElZH Do BICER LI X HIC, GBI X o THEIOM DR AR & < B
0. EHSORPEREENIZOVTIRHED OO TH S, BELRDIESL I D
WEEEE LTI, 45 2 THIOMED O ORENDH 200 b Lz v, ET5 L,
EROEHBEERTIC (DF) 2EHFHOFET) HEEE -er/-est ZHMTE S
EWwH ZETHDH (Nakajima 2005), Hril. HAFED 2 HHIEAFIL, KICE
WTHIIHIZIR D) DTH 5o

2 BHIEATIC B W TR BRI L DV EHTHL L) ZLICEEEL
Ve TOZ LiE, common/subtle/secure/mature D77 7L HEHHTE %o
AR OB FEBUIRIZERE -er/-est 2 ML THMT 2 L) Oid, HEiEks s
LTV Y REHOENRETH ). ZEATEEOSZ VI T v REiH (22T
77 v k) OEFAICIIEH LI A o2 b EXO6NE 06 TH LS, Lirl—
FHTE TTRERL7Z2X ) BITHEA K & MENMES L W) 2 HHITE
%Y H 5. Handsome/quiet/polite/pleasant X -y, -er, -le, -ow, -ure Ti&b %
EAFATH LD, TNEOED 2 EHITHIRITHZIY 5 D1, -y, -er, e,
-ow, -ure FAAY 1 EHiiZ 3 OO, FATEHIE G L TE (BE) it sD,
HBHVNIZDORZPIEDFRZ ) b L, #RMISGHEROE# T 2 D XITRTS
POLRDTHAHH LT, L 2 EFHIEAF T LI & o TRtk Ay ttigo



K : Google Ngram Viewer T b % Wil DA Gl LEIE D24 %

XML AED S 2 DIE, FROEFIEIZE Y, 27— (/o/) DFERE
LA 2 REMEC V\tﬂéi)‘fo&@'(“%z)’)o
%1 : handsome - handsomer (/hzen.sma./) - handsomest (/haen.smest/)
[/o/ DIiTE]
quiet - quieter (/kwara.ta./) - quietest (/kwaro.test/)
IS REA=E
polite - politer (/palarta/) - polietest (/pa.lartest/)
[7 v NNT 2 FHiHER)

pleasant - pleasanter (/plezn.ta/) - leasantest (/plezn.test/)

[/o/ D]
happy - happier (/hze.pro./) - happiest (/hze.pjest/)
[CHEREEAL]
clever - cleverer (/klev.ra./) - cleverest (/klev.rest/)
[/o/ DWLTE]
subtle - subtler (/satla./) - subtlest (/satlest/)
D135 YR 151

shallow - shallower (/[zelova./) - shallowest (/[zelovast/)
[(ZHE R
mature - maturer (/mofva.ra./) - maturest (/mofva.rest/)

[7 v MNT 2 FfER]

1T pleasanter & cleverer 2312 /plezn.ta/, /klevra/ L KL EN TV 5
DIx, TTOEFFEI /ple.zonta/, /klevora/ b 27— (/o/) DWELZDHD
LIFRTE DO TH L. HAWIEE T, BEITOWTUISEE /v/ 25k
Lo Twa (BHEERBZOTEHELICHS) LEMNTELINLTHD, —h,
polite & mature 721712 3 FHID I & 7 5 A5, MEBADE S HHDT, 79
MZBWTIZ 2 FHioEZHHF L Twb, 21U, unhappy % unlucky ® X9



T A Sk Sy

ZESSEOBERE -un THRE AEEICOVTHERLI L THD, ET 512, %
DB ZERE -er/-est RIS 2 DIXHEHTERHCRS (RS9 Hud, FmLz
BAIEAL 2 FENCBET 5) | v R LLROBHNE, oo 2 H
AT DB E L TR TWwb EWn) ZETH LD,

SE

TR EUE (1985) [ERBEUMSCEMgE (o)) KIBfEEE

A= - RN (1986) [Hisial - ihdtahiuldk] AFgertmiig

FAAEN] (2000) [3L5E5] Bttt

KEHSE (2019) [EEKIC “~ more/most” OfF { PFhDTEE - HlE — Z OFHAIOYR
ARHERS - | [Fikefb] B %, 45 207, p. 1-15.
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