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A Study for Entrepreneurial Policy
and Business Incubators:
History, Trends and Prospects
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The purpose of this study is to clarify the development status,
contributions to regional economies, and the problems associated with
business incubators in Japan. First, we constructed a database of business
incubators located in Japan and analyzed the trends of establishment.
As of 2018, there were about 470 business incubators. In the past, the
proportion of facilities in rural areas owned by public-private enterprises
and local governments was relatively high, but in recent years the
facilities located in metropolitan areas owned and run by the private
sector has increased. Second, we conducted interviews with about 40
facilities. From these interviews, it has become clear that the important
factors for rural business incubators are: (1) improving the access
to metropolitan markets, (2) securing a suitable environment in the
neighboring area after their graduation from incubators (especially in
facilities for the manufacturing industry), (3) maintaining a balance
between corporate growth (expanding their businesses to metropolitan
areas) and the economic effects on the original regions, and (4) achieving
a good local understanding of both the facilities and tenant companies.
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