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The Relationship between
Private Railway Companies
and Professional Baseball

— Specifically Nankai and Kintetsu —

B Atk

The relationship between Osaka’s major private railways and
professional baseball began before professional baseball started in Japan,
and four companies-Hanshin, Hankyu, Nankai, and Kintetsu- have owned
a professional baseball team. Currently, however, only the Hanshin Tigers
are a professional baseball team and Koshien are a stadium managed by
a major private railway company in Osaka. In this paper, I would like
to consider the characteristics and significance of the management of
the baseball team and the stadium, regarding two of the major private
railway companies in Osaka, Nankai and Kintetsu. Both companies
entered professional baseball behind other companies.
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