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Regional Characteristics of the Francophone Population in Canada :

With Special Attention to Franco Ontarians
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Abstract :

In this paper, mainly based on the 2016 census, the regional characteristics of the francophone
population in Canada is examined particularly with regard to age distribution in Canada, prov-
inces, and with special attention being accorded to some Ontario census divisions. In Canada,
where both English and French are official languages, francophones are concentrated in the east-
ern parts of the country, and while they are a majority in most census divisions in Québec and in
some divisions in New Brunswick and Ontario, they are a minority elsewhere. With regard to
age, the largest concentration is in their fifties, and francophones are aging remarkably quickly
especially outside Québec. According to an analysis of the age composition in some Ontario cen-
sus divisions where Franco Ontarians concentrate, aging is more marked in northern Ontario than
in eastern Ontario. This indicates that proximity to large cities may be an important factor for the

maintenance of French as a mother tongue.
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~= /¥ (MB) 1,278 | 732 33 | 235 | 90.0 0.1 8.6 13
Y AHF 27 (SK) 1,098 | 83.8 14 | 147 | 945 0.0 47 0.7
7 NVx—% (AB) 4,067 | 76.0 1.8 22.1 91.9 0.1 6.6 1.5
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2—a VN (YT) 36 | 834 45 12.1 85.6 0.2 13.8 0.4
J =A% T X MEJ (NT) 42 | 783 2.9 18.8 | 89.1 0.1 10.3 0.5
X7 MM (NU) 36 | 315 1.7 66.8 89.8 0.2 43 5.7
NIy 35152 | 573 | 21.1 | 21.6 | 683 119 | 179 1.9
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