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Regional Revitalization Policy in Japan:
Analysis of Municipal Questionnaire Survey Results
in Six Prefectures in the Kansai Region

Yuki HAYAKAWA

The purpose of the “Regional Revitalization Policy [Local Revitalization
Policy]” in Japan is to maintain and revitalize the local community under the
2014 “Act on Overcoming Population Decline and Vitalizing Local Economy
in Japan”. This study is based on the results of a questionnaire survey of the
regional revitalization policy bureaus of all municipal governments in six pre-
fectures in the Kansai area (Osaka, Kyoto, Hyogo, Shiga, Nara, and
Wakayama) from July to October 2018. The study analyzed by the municipal
governments’ approach of the policy and the formulation of the “Municipal
Comprehensive Strategy”. In order to specify the characteristics in the
Kansai region, this study tried to compare the approach of this policy in other
regional and national surveys. The results showed that, although there were
some differences in the contents of the comprehensive strategy, the process
of strategy formulation also had similarities with other regions. Future re-
search should determine the objective behind these approaches and clarify
the characteristics of each prefecture in the Kansai area.
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