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Conditions Necessary for Effective Functioning
of the Saiban-in System

Takayuki II

The saiban-in system, in which lay persons participate in the criminal trial
and decide the matter of fact and law together with professional judges, has
operated since 2009. Celebrating its ten years of practice, this article consid-
ers conditions necessary for effective functioning of the system. Neil Vidmar
proposes that seven conditions are necessary for effective functioning of a
jury system. Does the saiban-in system meet these conditions? This is the
question of this paper. The part II confirms the characteristics of saiban-in
system in its purpose, form, operation and the parties concerned. Then, the
part III considers whether the saiban-in system functions effectively. Finally,
the part IV considers a future prospect of the system.
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