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Synopsis: Wilkie Collins’ The Woman in White has long been dis-
cussed with respect to unreliable narrator, subversive gender roles, and
a blurred class system which reflects the rapidly changing society.
However, more attention is to be paid on the reconstructive phases of
the English country towns and people in the mid-nineteenth century in
Britain. Indeed, the novel’s motif of repairing a valuable collection of
drawings by Hartright resonates with the vital plot of this novel: re-
pairing characters’ identities. Not only drawings, but also things such
as wooden portraits of the twelve apostles, or even English country
towns with the rise of industries in the Victorian era are in need of re-
pairing. In a period of transition from rapid growth to maturity in the
Victorian society, things and people that are lost and repaired are con-
trasted in this novel.
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‘Old Welmingham? There are two places of that name, then, in
Hampshire?

‘Well, sir, there used to be in those days—better than three-and-
twenty years ago. They built a new town about two miles off, con-
venient to the river—and Old Welmingham, which was never much
more than a village, got in time to be deserted. The new town is the
place they call Welmingham, now—but the old parish church is the
parish church still. It stands by itself, with the houses pulled down,

or gone to ruin all round it. I've lived to see sad changes. It was a
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pleasant, pretty place in my time. (475-6)
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Is there any wilderness of sand in the deserts of Arabia, is there
any prospect of desolation among the ruins of Palestine, which can
rival the repelling effect on the eye, and the depressing influence on
the mind, of an English country town, in the first stage of its exis-
tence, and in the transition state of its prosperity? I asked myself
that question, as I passed throught [sic] the clean desolation, the
neat ugliness, the prim torpor of the streets of Welmingham. . . .
The deserts of Arabia are innocent of our civilised desolation ; the

ruins of Palestine are incapable of our modern gloom | (493)

TN & BT L B R OB S 2 R T A HEETH Ly 2 L I v
HaixFER, Frv) v 2 RAVEZONERZHALEHTOH 5. #F50
72O RICHRITENN=T T 7 WV EDORIZE L FREALZEBMINTYH, |H
TV I VHAMERBETEF ) v 2 RATH D, HALZEHL YA
DEORVWHF LT 2 )V I VA AZF o L7z b —fIEARY, £2T
HEDOTAT T4 74 %BETLHILICBmIChTES, ZLT, &H L
AMEHPSBEZLTHHIETTIC, Fryk) v 7 RANIHSOXE R RH
T 5, WREEE TSI BVWTIZE, HLLATFNEDSZ EXHIR
7eDTHDe WHOHENT ATV TATAEH LT AT VT 4714 5%HH



[BEROE] (CBIF2EHMEMET AT 74 7 1 DIBHE 43

ZODT NIV HAIEBEINTWwEEE 2 LI,
3. “alost corner’ — TV ST ARBUHGESG & B GRE #

=T 7 VOBAEIZOWTORE RS MBOMESFHEN B EOBEER
oD EMEELIN— T4 ME, HY VI v T La%8inb, V28
- HEEHOHBUC X VIHY 2 VI U WL OEWIIESIND DS, #HE72
FIEI) SN, BEXBEEE L TEIET TV, BREZICEN SN
N=F T4 PEFEBVTHAELORL VY IZBWT, HUOWENEBED

7= BEHT 5o

‘Portraits of the twelve apostles in wood—and not a whole nose
among ’em. All broken, and worm-eaten, and crumbling to dust at
the edges—as brittle as crockery, sir, and as old as the church, if
not older.

‘And why were they going to London? To be repaired?

‘That’s it, sir. To be repaired ; and where they were past repair,
to be copied in sound wood. . . . There the things are, as I said be-
fore. We have nowhere else to put them—mnobody in the new town
cares about accommodating us—we’re in a lost corner—and this is
an untidy vestry—and who’s to help it?—that’s what I want to
know.” (509, emphasis added)
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I was struck by the insecurity of the place in which the register
was kept. The door of the press was warped and cracked with age ;
and the lock was of the smallest and commonest kind. . . . I in-
quired. ‘Surely, a book of such importance as this ought to be pro-

tected by a better lock, and kept carefully in an iron safe? (510)
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