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Regional Mobility and Inequality among
Occupations in Japan from 1930 to 1970

ABSTRACT

Much research exists on social mobility that focuses on intergenerational mobility
and the relationship between mobility and educational attainment but few studies have
examined regional mobility or inequality of trends in relation to regional mobility. This
paper describes such trends and investigates changes in inequality among occupations.
We analyzed changes in employee locations in Japan from 1930 to 1970. It was found
that over the course of the Asia-Pacific War, inequality among occupations shrank. In
the chaotic post-war period, inequalities within agriculture and between white and blue
collar occupations grew and it continued to grow in the era of high economic growth.
In summary, inequality temporarily decreased during the war and increased sharply
during the era of high economic growth.

Key Words: regional mobility, career, inequality



