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Trends in Regional Mobility in Japan and Gaps between
Urban and Rural Areas from 1930 to 1970

ABSTRACT

This paper examines trends in regional mobility in Japan from 1930 to 1970 and
investigates the gaps between urban and rural areas during that period using analyses
of social survey data. The results of the analysis are as follows. First, it was found that
mobility was abnormal during the Asia-Pacific War. Out-migration from urban areas
increased and urban populations greatly decreased whereas rural populations increased.
These developments were due to increase in career changes and the prevalence of mili-
tary service. Second, following the chaos of the war, gaps between regions increased.
The gaps between urban and rural areas disappeared during the Asia-Pacific War, and
in the era of high economic growth, they grew again.

Key Words: regional mobility, job career, regional gaps



