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Predicates and Ellipsis in Japanese and Korean :

Toward an Explanation for the Differences in Constructing Patterns
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Abstract :

This paper describes different structural features in ellipsis and related grammatical devices in
Japanese and Korean, from observation of various elliptical phenomena in the two languages.
Japanese examples show a specific tendency toward the partial or complete truncation of predi-
cates, which consequently leads to the morphosyntactic incompleteness of sentences. In most
cases, however, the Korean counterparts cannot be considered natural. Given that this discrep-
ancy has also been commonly observed to be shared in some other Japanese phrasal structures,
this might be seen as a supportive piece of evidence illustrating structural differences between
the two languages in the construction of linguistic units from their component elements. This dif-
ference can be interpreted as being in some way analogous to the difference between a string of
magnets and a chain. In the magnet-like system of Japanese, it is relatively easy for elements to
be removed from or attached to each other in phrases or sentences. In the Korean chain-like sys-
tem, in contrast, a component can only be connected in a methodical, predetermined way and is

not easily separated from its adjacent parts.
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