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Popularization Department Stores
during War

B &

The department store in Japan began with the Mitsukoshi Kimono store
posting “department store declaration” in the newspaper on January 2, 1905,
and clearly launching the advancement of department stores. Later in 1914,
when the new building of Nihonbashi Main Store of Mitsukoshi Kimono store
was completed, the first department store in Japan was established. After
that, Daimaru, Matsuzakays, Takashimaya, Sogo, Matsuya, and Shirokiya,
which had been sellers of kimonos, turned into department stores one after
another.

This paper, describes how, while four economic crisis occurred in the
interwar period (from 1918 after the end of the First World War to 1937
when the Japan-China War began), the department store sector, developed
during this economic downturn, came to be accepted by the public, and
department stores went on to be deployed nationwide, addressing the process
of development of a modern retail industry.

Noboru Hamana
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