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The Birth of Department Stores in
Modern Japan

' o4

The position of the department store within the current retail industry
is declining due to changes in people’s consumption patterns.

However, department stores have played an important role in leading
the development of the retail industry in modern Japan, to enrich people’s
lives and create a new lifestyle culture.

The roots of department stores are kimono traders that started in the
Edo period and have a very long history

In this paper, we will clarify under what kind of circumstances
traditional kimono trading turned into department stores in the process of
the formation of modern Japan after the Meiji Restoration.
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