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The Orban Government and European Refugee Crisis
(2015-2017)

Akira OGINO

The aim of this paper is to examine the characteristics of Hungarian
domestic and foreign policy under the Orban-Government. Especially the
author focuses on how Hungary coped with European Refugee Crisis, 2015~
2017. When migrants from Syria and Iraq tried to move to West Europe in
2015, Hungary was the front entrance of the Schengen Agreement area, in
which internal border checks have largely been abolished.

In spite of criticism from the European Union, Viktor Orban, the
Hungarian Prime Minister, made a decision on closing the southern border
with Serbia and Croatia to prevent refugees from entering Hungarian
territory illegally in the autumn of 2015. He refused to allow the European
Union to force the country to accept refugee, and tried to hold a referendum
on whether to accept more refugee in October, 2016. At the same time,
Hungary brought a case before Court of Justice of the European Union.

This paper consists of following sections:

1. Introduction

2. Orban’s Domestic and Foreign Policy

3. How Hungary Coped with European Refugee Crisis
4. Hungary’s Referendum and after that

5. Conclusion
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