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Risk and Danger of Nuclear Power Disaster
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Hironori Takeuchi

This study reviews the risk of nuclear power disasters from the perspective of risk sci-
ence and risk sociology. Based on a methodological distinction between risk and danger
developed by Niklas Luhmann, this report considers the distinction between the risks
that society had permitted in exchange for public interest and the dangers that society
had not permitted. The conclusion of this report is that the risk and the danger of a
nuclear power disaster are fundamentally different, especially with respect to decision

making and responsibility.
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