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Verona's kindergartens during the first half of the 1870s:

Analysis of bulletins of the “Lega Italiana d'Insegnamento”
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Abstract

This study aims to reveal the actual conditions of Verona's kindergartens during the first half of the

1870s, focusing on the 1869-1875 period, when Michele Colomiatti was in the office of Verona Women's

Normal School. This study analyzes bulletins of the “Lega Italiana d'Insegnamento (Italian Teaching

Union)” and other reports present in the Verona National Archives Library. Results of the analysis

revealed the following. The kindergarten was positioned as the basis of people education in the Italian

national unity. They had relations with foreign unions, such as those in Belgium and France. The

management of kindergartens began with equity investments from donors and with bank support. The

Union had six kindergartens wherein poor and rich children received education together. The

educational contents emphasized Italian language teaching rather than Froebel's Gifts and Plays with

the viewpoint of Language Unification.
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