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“Little Annie’s Ramble”
— FELANHOEXISEELT —

A Study on “Little Annie's Ramble”:
What Do We Notice When We Put a Spotlight on the Organ Grinder?

H B AR

Abstract

“Little Annie’s Ramble” by Nathaniel Hawthorne was published in Youth’s Keepsake in 1835. The
sketch was popular among people and in the mid-nineteenth century was esteemed as being on a par
with the short tales, “The Gentle Boy” (1832) , “My Kinsman, Major Molineux” (1832) , “Roger
Malvin's Burial” (1832), “Young Goodman Brown” (1835), “Wakefield” (1835), “The Maypole of
Merrymount” (1836), and “The Minister’s Black Veil” (1836) .

Since the late-nineteenth century, however, “Little Annie’'s Ramble” has gradually decreased in
popularity and estimation, and the sketch has vanished from well-known anthologies. The main reason
is that readers have become interested in ‘dark’ themes, such as sin, solitude or neglect, rather than
those of ‘light’, such as innocence and childhood purity.

However, when we consider that Hawthorne's works include ‘ambiguity’, something well known
among Hawthornians, we need to reconfirm whether or not the sketch includes the ‘dark’. Putting the
spotlight on the ‘street musician’ who appears in the sketch and exploring the reason why Hawthorne
used not only the term ‘street musician’ but also ‘organ grinder’, we notice that the sketch includes the
‘dark’.

The aim of this paper is to show that “Little Annie’s Ramble” includes not only the light” but also
the ‘dark’, through comparing the sketch with “Der Leiermann”, the last song of the cycle songs Die
Winterreise (Winter Journey) by Wilhelm Miiller (poet) and Franz Schubert (composer).
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Perhaps little Annie would like to go. Yes; and I
can see that the pretty child is weary of this wide

and pleasant street, with the green trees flinging
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their shade across the quiet sunshine, and the
pavements and the sidewalks all as clean as if the
housemaid had just swept them with her broom.
She feels that impulse to strolling away—that
longing after the mystery of the great
world—which many children feel, and which I felt
in my childhood, Little Annie shall take a ramble
with me. See! I do but hold out my hand, and, like
some bright bird in the sunny air, with her blue
silk frock fluttering upwards from her white
pantalettes, she comes bounding on tiptoe across
the street. (CE IX 121)*
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What a strange couple to go their rambles
together! One walks in black attire, with a
measured step, and a heavy brow, and his

thoughtful eyes bent down, while the gay little girl

trips lightly along, as if she were forced to keep
hold of my hand, lest her feet should dance away
from the earth. Yet there is sympathy between us.
If I pride myself on anything, it is because I have a
smile that children love; and, on the other hand,
there are few grown ladies that could entice me
from the side of little Annie; for I delight to let my
mind go hand in hand with the mind of a sinless
child. (CE IX 121-122)
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Now her eyes brighten with pleasure! A street
musician has seated himself on the steps of yonder
church, and pours forth his strains to the busy
town, a melody that has gone astray among the
tramp of footsteps, the buzz of voices, and the war
of passing wheels. Who heeds the poor organ
grinder ? None but myself and little Annie, whose
feet begin to move in unison with the lively tune,
as if she were loth that music should be wasted
without a dance. But where would Annie find a
partner?...., but many, many have leaden feet,

because their hearts are far heavier than lead. It is
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a sad thought that I have chanced upon. What a
company of dancers should we be! For I, too, am a
gentleman of sober footsteps, and therefore, little
Annie, let us walk sedately on. (CE IX 122-23)
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“Little Annie’s Ramble” A3#15E & 4172 18344F |2
I&. 3Tl Die Winterreise (Winter Journey) [%
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Der Leiermann®
Druiben hinterm Dorfe/ Steht ein Leiermann,

Und mit starren Fingern/ Dreht er, was er kann.

BarfuBl auf dem Eise/ Wankt er hin und her;

Und sein kleiner Teller/ Bleibt ihm immer leer.

Keiner mag ihn horen, Keiner sieht ihn an;

Und die Hunde knurren/ Um den alten Mann.

Und er laBt es gehen/ Alles, wie es will,

Dreht, und seine Leier/ Steht ihm nimmer still.
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Wunderlicher Alter, Soll ich mit dir gehn?

Willst zu meinen Liedern/ Deine Leier drehn?
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“For young people or, rather, young men of
means in antebellum American society, travel
abroad—preferably a Grand Tour of England,
France, Germany, and Italy lasting a year or
more—was regarded as a necessary conclusion to
a complete education. Historians George Ticknor
and George Bancroft, artists Thomas Cole and
Washington Allston, sculptors Horatio Greenough
and Thomas Crawford, as well as such authors as
Irving and Cooper all traceled and lived in Europe
to round out their educations and satisfy their
romantic yearnings for the past, especially the
grandeurs of ancient Greece and Rome and the
antiquities of the Middle Ages. (Larry Reynolds
10)

Z Z121d Hawthorne O ZARNI T I 2 vAs,
L 0L EOERDIER Washington Irving (1783
1859) % James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851) @
ZHIDED > T b KD New England 12 81)
BEVIER, EMiR, BERGZEDR, A ¥V A, 7
T YA, ZLTRA Y OFERZMPLIE LI VA
Lz TV BHWHL I ENTE S,

7z, AR Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-94) %
Hawthorne ® & A Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
(1807-82) 1%, Muller ® & % JFEIZER L T b,
7272, ‘Der Leiermann’ %S18344F £ TIZHFEITF S
NTWZZhBEPIIOVTIR, BIEEDO L 25 F 7208
T&TWh\Ww, 7, Hawthorne 235 FH 5 i
HROFLBIZLIZZERH L0 E) D WE T
BTE TRV, vz, 191/ 0§12,
New England ® AL A7z B A5, KA Y oL, 3%
Ay, BERE, HEEE, RUHZ LICHIRAE b o T /aZ by
T2, YO TOROWGEL I v — AT
HotoZ k& %n#F 2 b &, Hawthorne #° Die
Winterreise ®#H ‘Der Leiermann’ % A1 5 7 7 >
72ED b, FHo TWETREDIZ) PRk ni b
DTIERNED ) P

BhUIC

ez e & W) ATR705 1Fan & 5iE O ILFEESE
THb%b, BIbHEED 0G DLORIZED [
ML THAVE] 2 LM OZREFMEO b D LR
HZLEFRFENDLTHH )0 LrLieh 5, OG A
B9 AT, I LY B2 RO IZHAED
TV ZEEFFRFEINZNTHS ). R DL, £D
THAIE, OG DUMEICEVWERIE 2 2 L%, BE
WY BE TS RKRDENERLENSTH S,

E

1) Mary M. Van Tassel 1&. ESQ: A Journal of the
American Renaissance 33.3 (1987):168-179. Print. |2
I 5 LT % 3 “Hawthorne, His Narrator, and
His Readers in ‘Little Annie's Ramble™ D ¥4 DB ¥
C. “Sunday at Home". “A Rill from the Town-
Pump”. “Sights from a Steeple” . Z L T. “Little
Annie’s Ramble” @ 4 {EfhAHY [ —V — ¥ OIRIZEE
fligCw7z] (“respected in Hawthorne's day”) &
IBRTW5,

2) 72 & z X, Hyatt H. Waggoner, ed. Nathaniel
Hawthorne : Selected Tales and Sketches. 1950. New
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1970. Print..
Norman Holmes Pearson, ed. The Complete Novels and
Selected Tales of Nathaniel Hawthorne. 1937. New
York: The Modern Library, 1965. Print.. & % \» 1.
James MclIntosh, ed. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Tales.
New York: Norton, 1987. Print. & W27z Xk {HISL
727 v v BaY—I12% “Little Annie’s Ramble” (XA -
Ty,

BEHEE W FE (7 2 ) HERE T —1 v o]
Begitlh, 19960 12EHOVERET  ZER, B LU BHKHER.
SR, WHE-R KRB0 T ) BEFT4.

w
=



28 HE F R %

1984, 146H = ZHE L 70

4) Nathaniel Hawthorne O fE it & O 5 H L&, The
Centenary Edition of the Works of Nathaniel
Hawthorne. 23 vols. Ed. William Charvat et al
Columbus: Ohio State UP, 1962-97. Print. & fil\», K
B Z A L. Z DIz Centenary Edition DWET
H5HCE. & BLUHHEZRLL WD,

5 WEHM R [FH=—x ) k= —rEREET]

EE, 1994, 2713H O [BH ] L w9 U,
Annie 2 EET LD >V DORLEDT, 22T
A7z,

6) MBI, HoFEE [K—v — i—HEE L=
Wik BE o] 3 E fh 2012, 266 H O HTL The
Interpreter’s Bible % i AED R3S, [FA—v =k
WHERDI O ICEE R R AR A TR 5%
EL7ZRETH D] ERRLTWVWDH LI, A=V —
YIEE A FMIIHEA TWZ 2 LIRS OB T
s T,

7) BEIOSOFIHE [EE Hd HAREERAT
2. 19700 W7,

8) Muller @ FF i, M RE#R [+ 2 — < M & DR)
R AR, O8I Lz, (MR
C O IR S TV A ,)

9) M BEiE [P a—~u NAokk] mER 4w
Mt oEH BT AW, b LEIILT
TREEZ T2,

51 A3k

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Marble Faun Vol. IV of The
Centenary Edition of the Works of Nathaniel
Hawthorne. Ed. William Charvat et al. Columbus: Ohio
State UP, 1968. Print.

——. Twice-Told Tales. Vol. IX of The Centenary Edition
of the Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne. Ed. William
Charvat et al. Columbus: Ohio State UP, 1974. Print.

Miller, Edwin Haviland. Salem Is My Dwelling Place: A
Life of Nathaniel Hawthorne. lowa: U of ITowa P, 1991.
Print.

Reynolds, David S. Beneath the American Renaissance: The
Subversive Imagination in the Age of Emerson and
Melville. New York: Oxford UP, 1988. Print.

Reynolds, Larry J. Historical Guide to Nathaniel
Hawthorne. New York: Oxford UP, 2001. Print.

Tassel, Mary M. Van. “Hawthorne, His Narrator, and His
Readers in ‘Little Annie’'s Ramble,” ESQ: A Journal of
the American Renaissance 33.3 (1987) : 168-179. Print.

BT [k—v—r. XY Ve ZORRB—LFD
%O Nig—] LR EFIE, 1983,

WEMER [FH=xV - h—V—ViEReE]] HE
i, 1994,

HAZERITS [ Frdak) 1970,





