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Sunday School Education Seen in the Writings of Kichitaro Mito
— Research on “Talks to Children about God” —
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Abstract

Kichitaro Mito (1867-1925), one of the prominent leaders of the Japanese Sunday School movement,
wrote a book entitled “Talks to Children about God” in 1897. In this writing, he described only true God
who has created everything of the world. Mito eagerly recommended children to learn and follow the

instruction of Sunday school of his day.

The contents and ways of his teaching clarified his theological propositions and educational theories,

the way people understood children, and still affects us today as follows; we should bring up children as

successors of Christian faith, education is a means for missions, discipline in the tradition of Methodism

is highly evaluated on educational context. These themes which he asserted must be reexamined

critically in today’s situation of Japanese Christian education, especially from the view of religious

education theory and Christian nurturing.
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