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Ralf Futselaar (7 v 5 —)b. 5 )L 7) (Research Assistant: Mr. Shuhei Naka) A National Landscape
of Health? A spatial Reconstruction of Heights and the Health Transition in Japan:

This project, which is undertaken for and sponsored by the IASR Landscape and Space project is currently in
its second year. It aims to introduce a spatial methodology to problems of historical health research. Japanese
public health in the Twentieth Century improved at an unparalleled speed and to unparalleled levels of lon-
gevity and fitness. Evidently, understanding how and why this change took place would both be a significant
step forward in understanding Japan's Social History and Society, but would also allow for a more informed
public health policy in countries less fortunate. The project therefore has both scientific and societal signifi-
cance.

The foremost ambition of this project is to develop a new research methodology for assessing biological
and anthropometrical data in their historical and social context. One important tool to do so is to view Japan
as a surface, on which different changes take place under different circumstances and at different time. Rather
than imagining the changing health of Japanese people in the turbulent middle decades of the twentieth centu-
ry as a more or less linear development in time, we gather and analyse data on health specific to localities and
regions, thus arriving at what could be called a landscape of health.

In the past year, the focus of this project has shifted increasingly toward the systematic investigation of
Japanese health data gathered in schools. Japan is the only country in the world where nigh-comprehensive
data on child development have been gathered for over a century, and the value of these data for the history of
public health is inestimable. Nevertheless, they remain relatively underused by researchers both in and outside
of Japan. The main activity in this project in the past year has been to collect and collate hitherto unused data.
Because of the vast amount of material, the project has been joined by a research assistant, mr. Shuhei Naka,
on the project budget, to help gathering and analyzing data.

First findings of this investigation have been published and presented at conferences. A final publication,

or more likely two publications, is in preparation.
Recent presentations include:
Closing the Gap: Epigenetic Heredity and the Slow Catching Up Of Japanese Heights in the 20th Century.

(Asia Pacific Economic History Conference, Berkeley, February 2011).

The Health-Wealth Tautology? Modern Japanese History and the Relationship between Economic Develop-
ment and Public Health” (Osaka University, Osaka, Japan: 4 June 2011).
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Publications include:
“A Healthy Defeat? Mapping the Postwar Decline of Tuberculosis in Japan, 1945-1955.” In Virus: Beitrdge
zur Sozialgeschichte der Medizin 4 no.1 (2010).
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