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Abstract

Rethinking Economy and Society: Society Indicated by Social law

Hirofumi Utsumi

Otemon Gakuin University

The concept “society” is traditionally one of the most complex concepts in sociology. This
paper makes clear the form of “society” through analyzing the “social law” that emerged in the
late 19" century. In the second and third section, I generalize the development of the modern
civil and social law by referring to Fumio Hashimoto’s Social Law and Civil Law. In the fourth
section, I analyze the form of “society” indicated by the development of social law. The focus
is put on the contrast and simultaneity of civil and social law, and analogical structure of social
and economical law. One may name the social and economical law together “social law in a
broader sense”, which indicates that “society in action” has two different directions: one is to
reform market economy, and the other is to supplement market economy. In the last section,
based on the above-mentioned analysis, I sketch the feature of contemporary “society”. I point
out two characters of the “society” in the age of globalization: invisibilization and individuali-
zation of “society”. The conclusion is that the apprroach to “society” in this times needs an

imagination to find the relevance between “societies in action” in different place and domains.
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