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Universality and Diversity of Human Rights:

The Case of United Nations Instruments
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Abstract

i

Among a number of international institutions, the United Nations (UN) has played, since its foundation in 1945, the leading role in
promoting respect for and ensuring protection of fundamental human rights for all. The main purpose of this article is to examine
and clarify the scope of universality and diversity of human rights concept through the analysis of provisions set out in various
international documents. Commencing with the treaty establishing the UN (Charter of the UN) in order to remind of the historical
background and significance of the subject, the research approach of this paper is to place special emphasis on relevant international
instruments prepared by different organs of the Organization, particularly the International Bill of Human Rights and the core
international human rights treaties to which Japan is a contracting party.
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3 LA CHARTE INTERNATIONALE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME:

+ Déclaration universelle des droits de ’homme;

» Pacte international relatif aux droits économiques, sociaux et culturels ;

» Pacte international relatif aux droits civils et politiques ;

» Protocole facultatif se rapportant au Pacte international relatif aux droits civils et politiques;
» Deuxieme protocole facultatif se rapportant au Pacte international relatif aux droits civils et politiques, visant a abolir la

peine de mort.
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