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Language use by one receptive bilingual: A case study

Masayo YAMAMOTO

This research study investigates how one receptive bilingual uses her given
languages, especially her non-dominant language, the one whose production is greatly
limited. The purpose of the study is twofold: to investigate macroscopically how the
subject uses the given languages in her conversations with her mother, a native-speaker
of non-dominant language; and microscopically, to reveal possible functions of code-
mixing that the bilingual uses in her utterances with her mother. Regarding the second
purpose, the investigation is conducted on three research questions: a) what items
are most likely to be code-switched; b) how grammatical the subject’s code-mixing is;
and ¢) whether her code-mixing has a function that enhances vocabulary expansion
in the non-dominant language. For the macroscopic investigation, the analysis of the
available data reveals that the subject’s non-dominant language is used with unpredicted
frequency, and, for the microscopic questions, that a) most of the switched items were
non-conjugated morphemes, such as nouns. Due to the scarcity of the available data,
however, a fruitful analysis of b) and ¢) is not yet possible and awaits the accumulation
of ongoing data. This is an unavoidable problem in the study of receptive bilinguals,

whose productive data are by definition scarce.



